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Abstract
Recently, the three terms in the title have become part of American mainstream discussion, highlighted by a
sharp public exchange between former US Secretary of State and Senator from New York, Ms. Hillary Clinton,
and Presidential Candidate, National Guard Major and Hon. Congresswoman from Hawaii, Ms. Tulsi Gabbard.
This article collects observations over the past decade from the public media in an attempt to understand some
of these issues. The ’mainstream media’ narrative is that America is supporting the People of Syria to fight
against oppression - from the ‘Regime’ of the ‘Brutal Dictator Assad’ and the Islamic State (ISIS). The ISIS
also attacks the people of Iraq. Iranian ‘terrorists’ are interfering by helping the ‘Regime’ to oppress the Syrian
people between poison gas attacks and bombing children. They are also impeding American efforts to save
the Iraqi people from the ISIS. Saudi Arabia and Turkey are Allies of America, helping in the Coalition along
with NATO nations and Israel, to fight. Someone. The Coalition is also bombing Yemen. And Libya. And Syria.
The Russians are also meddling by helping the Brutal Dictator and the Iranians. All of this impeded President
Obama’s sworn mission to degrade and eventually to destroy the ISIS. But despite all this, the Coalition has been
winning. The ISIS has been defeated. Against this narrative, a few maverick voices have struck a discordant note.
Senator Black of Virginia, before he retired, pointed out that the Christian minority in Syria depends on President
Assad’s protection for survival against the Islamic extremists. He was ignored. US Rep. Tulsi Gabbard has
criticized the ”Regime Change Wars”, and has been attacked even to the point of being called a ‘Russian asset’.
Some of us have been following the Syrian War, including reports on Twitter to give us diverse perspectives both
local from the war zone and from around the world. This has become essential, given the extreme polarization of
the US and European media between anti-President Trump and not-anti- President Trump camps that makes
both unreliable. It is certainly not easy for us to report what we have seen. But, being US taxpayers and voters
ourselves, we are seen in the view of those who are not, as being responsible to know what is done with our
money in the name of protecting us. We have not knowingly omitted fair reference to any perspective other than
that of the Islamic extremists. We bear neither malice nor obligation to anyone and are open to factual correction.
Please read what we have found, and decide for yourself, what to believe.
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Introduction

1. Christmas 2019 Celebrations in
Liberated Syria

“Flashy firework displays and bright lit Christmas trees popped
up all across Syria to celebrate Christmas, a joyous day not
only for the Christian minority, but to people of other faiths
living in the country. Christians were among the minority
groups persecuted by various Islamist militant forces, which
tore Syria into pieces since 2011. The central government
has managed to regain control over most of the country, and
life there is slowly returning to normality. That includes
celebrating Christmas openly and without fear of sectarian
violence”. [1] The web channel RT.com is banned in some
countries as “Fake News”. But on the topic of the war in
Syria, as on an increasing number of controversial topics, it is
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Figure 1. Figure captioned Muslims as well as Christians
celebrate Christmas in Syria. Al-Abbassiyyin Square,
Damascus, December 24, 2019. From Tim Anderson on
Twitter @timand2037 Reproduced from RT.com

Figure 2. Figure captioned Syrians gather for the lighting of
the Christmas tree in Aleppo’s Aziziyah neighbourhood on
December 21, 2019. Copyright AFP Reproduced from
RT.com

proving to be superior by far to such proclaimed Defenders
of the Free Press and Purveyors of the Truth as CNN, BBC,
ABCnews, the New York Times and the Washington Post.
So as naive American taxpayers we will risk showing our
gullibility by quoting from them and from others who are
rarely cited in the western Mainstream Media of the Free
World. Here is a Christmas Eve 2019 Tweet from the Iraqi
Christian Foundation [2]:

“Aleppo had the largest population of Christians in Syria
prior to 2011. It was overtaken by jihadists in 2016 and since
been liberated. Christmas celebrations in the ancient city of
Aleppo, Syria, are a beautiful sight to see. Thank God, Al
Qaeda and ISIS jihadists were defeated.”

Sarah Abdallah [3] tweeted a video from SANA (the Syr-
ian government’s news agency), along with her words: ”Merry
Christmas from Syria’s Aleppo, free of ISIS and Al-Qaeda
jihadists. A beautiful sight that won’t be seen on mainstream
media”.

Quoting Tim Anderson on Twitter:
“Christmas celebrations in Damascus, al Abbassiyyin

square. Just two years ago, all areas surrounding al Ab-
bassiyyin square were subject to daily mortar fire from Jobar.
Since SAA liberated East Ghouta, Damascus became safer
than many European cities.”

Mr. Anderson’s website says that he is a Member of Hands
Off Syria [4] That hardly earns him the friendship of the US
government – one of four national entities still occupying
parts of the nation of Syria, a member of the United Nations.
As declared by US President Trump [5, 6], this is for the
express purpose of taking and selling their oil. The others are:
Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Israel. A remarkable convergence
of interests when it comes to oil. President Trump’s possible
sarcasm in innocently ‘outing’ the policy rationale was lost
on those who cited him as a (unique) war criminal and pirate
[6] – ignoring the genesis and history of the war in Syria. Top
officers of the United States Armed Forces confirmed in no
uncertain terms their knowledge of the rules: that the oil in
Syria belongs to Syria, and for anyone else to take it out and
sell it without Syria’s express permission, is ‘Piracy’. To ”the
Syrian people” is the way the State Department spun it [6],
apparently unaware of the United Nations position that the
government led by President Assad is the only Syrian authority
of the Syrian People recognized by the United Nations.

2. Cognitive Dissonance
Reading reports from Syria and comparing them with those
in the mainstream media of the Free World’s leaders [5, 6],
induces extreme cognitive dissonance. Consider these reports
from the cited references:

1. Christians are celebrating in the parts of Syria that are
under the (Muslim) Syrian President, Bashar Hafez
al-Assad Assad [[1]]. They are celebrating with the
SAA (Syrian Arab Army), the official Armed forces of
President Assad’s “regime”. This is the “brutal regime”
[5, 6] that the US Government has been trying for many
years to overthrow - or denies ever having wanted to
overthrow, depending on the day and the entity making
the declaration du jour. While the reports from Putin’s
Russia and Assad’s Syria may be dismissed as those
from the repressed media of Authoritarian Regimes [5,
6], why are the Christians in Iraq, so recently liberated
by the USA and NATO, repeating the same?

2. Allied with the USA against President Assad [7] are the
United Kingdom, NATO, Germany [8, 9], the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan [10], Canada, Australia, the Islamic
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Islamic Sultanate of
Qatar, the Islamic United Arab Emirates, the Islamic
Republic of Turkey, and the Jewish Republic of Israel.
And of course the Islamic States in Iraq, Syria and the
Levant (ISIS/ISIL). To call the Syrian government a
‘Brutal Regime’ while allied with some of the above,
provides some food for thought, where thought is not
punishable by death. One might wonder about their
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record as protectors of the Freedom to dissent and of
Belief. Several of the militias or gangs operating in
Syria as Allies of the above team, are funded using your
tax money. And ours.

3. Brief History

Simplified Demographics
We can speculate on how to resolve the above cognitive dis-
sonance, starting with Figure 3. This is a map of Syria from
1976, overlaid with simplified demographics. At the time,
the total population of Syria was around 6.3 million [11].
The vast region in white bordering Iraq and Jordan was and
still is sparsely populated. The southwest including Dam-
ascus and the Ghouta province and the northwest (Latakia,
Idlib and Hama) are the most fertile, with Latakia having a
Mediterranean coastline. The Golan Heights at the southwest
are partially occupied by Israel since the war of 1967. The
majority (60 %) of Syria’s population follow the Sunni sect
of Islam. The power centers of the ruling Baath Party draw
support from the Alawites who are part of the Shia branch of
Islam. They constituted 13% while the Sunni Kurds were 10%,
Greek-Orthodox Christians were 8%, Armenian-Christians,
Arab-Druze, Arab-Ismaeli each 2%, and Turkmen, Circassian
and Assyrian making up the remainder. Some 60% of the
total population lived in the Aleppo province and along the
Euphrates River Valley, stretching from Idlib and Aleppo in
the northwest to Deir ez Zor at the eastern Iraq border. The
navigable river is a corridor of commerce and invasions since
ancient times.

Sunni-Shia Faultlines
The history of the Sunni-Shia divide is summarized in [12].
Today 85% of Muslims (all ardent followers of Islam’s Prophet
Mohammed) are Sunni, and 15% are from the remaining sects
including the Shia (Alawite, Ahmadiya, to name two). A map
[13] published by the website vox.com [14] depicts concen-
trations of Shia in the Middle East and North Africa. Coinci-
dental or not, the map shows that today every Shia area is a
region of severe stress from Sunni adversaries.

Syria’s neighbors are Iraq, Jordan, Turkey and Israel.
When President Erdogan came to power in Turkey, he rode on
a platform to introduce fundamentalist Islamic reforms. He
reversed decades of Field Marshal Kemal Attaturk’s western-
seeking secularism that even imposed tough (for Believers)
dress codes. Relations with Israel initially became less civil.

Both Turkey and Saudi Arabia are predominantly Sunni.
Iraq has a majority Shia population which was ruled by Sad-
dam Hussein’s minority Sunni military officers until his over-
throw. Today a Shia-majority government rules Iraq. In Syria,
despite having the 60% Sunni population, the ruling Baath
Party is led by an Alawite Shia, and, most unusually for any
Muslim-majority nation and particularly an Arab nation, has
always had Christians and other Unbelievers (in Islam) in
government positions. Thus the Shia rulers of Syria found
little favor from either Turkey or Saudi Arabia. An uneasy

Figure 3. Map of Syria with a simplified demographic
concentrations overlaid, as they existed in 1976. Reproduced
from Wikipedia

peace reigned in the region, enforced by regimes that kept
dissent out of public view, with occasional uprisings put down
with massive force. The practices and freedoms were notably
similar whether in ’Authoritarian’ Syria or ’US-Allied and
Civilized’ Turkey and the Gulf Emirates such as Bahrain and
Qatar - and a lot worse in US-Frontline Ally Saudi Arabia.
This stability changed as the Arab Spring provided the open-
ings for regime change.

The Anti-Shia Alliance
As recently as the early 2000s, Israelis would tell anyone that
they regarded Saudi Arabia as the primary source of existential
threats to the Jewish nation. It appears that during the 2010s,
Israel’s relations with Saudi Arabia and Turkey have improved
dramatically. Simultaneously, they have organized themselves
against the Shia populations led by Iran. Today Israel views
the Shia militant groups Hezbollah (in Iran and Syria) and
Hamas (in Lebanon) as their greatest threats, backed by the
narrative that Iran is attempting to acquire nuclear weapons
which Israel already has in plenty. Saudi Arabia also shares
these fears (informed sources claim that they already have
nuclear weapons which they funded Pakistan to acquire from
China), while Turkey sees Iran as perhaps an obstacle to the
rebirth of the Ottoman Caliphate.

Since the demise of Saddam Hussein and the rise of the
Shia in Iraq through democratic elections and other power
blocs, Syria’s, Iran’s and Iraq’s Shia populations have found
much in common. One is that they are on the target list of
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, and more recently the ISIS and
by extension the Allies of those nations, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, NATO and the USA. With Israel and its
supporters in the USA urging all to follow their example and
launch military attacks on the Shia.

AK47 automatic assault rifles, RDX and C4 explosives for
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car bombs, rocket-propelled grenade launchers and anti-tank
guided missiles are freely available throughout the region,
happily supplied by eager purveyors. This reality is ignored
by those who argue loudly for installing peaceful democratic
rule by majority approval with respect for the rights of all -
while supporting their own pet terrorist gangs in the interests
of ‘saving’ natural resources for their own wealth.

By 2011, Syria had 21.1 million native Syrians, plus 1.3
million refugees from the wars in Iraq, 0.5 million Palestinian
refugees and some 5200 Somalian refugees. By 2015, over 10
million Syrians were in regions occupied by the ISIS, and two
million lived in Rojava, the region ruled by Kurdish forces.
Another 6 million had left the country, and an undetermined,
very large number, estimated by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) at 7 million [11] were internally dis-
placed refugees.

The Color Revolution and Regime Change Wars in
the Middle East
“Regime Change Wars” are not new in the history of the
United States. The Mossadegh “regime” in Iran, which was
elected by popular vote, was overthrown by street riots, strongly
suspected to be fomented by foreign interests including the
USA [15, 16]. The Salvador Allende government in Chile
was considered to be “leftist” and was overthrown, likewise,
by interests supported by US funding [17, 18]. An attempt
was made back in 1961 to overthrow the government led by
Fidel Castro in Cuba (the ill-fated Bay of Pigs event) [19, 20].
The list, and the history of GroupThink that accompanies it
[21] may be a lot longer, but we will stop there.

Cut to the 21st century. The terrorist attacks of September
11, 2001, were the culmination of quite a widespread number
of terrorist projects over the preceding decade [22]. The
reaction in the USA was perhaps a realization that a “Clash
of Civilizations” as projected by Prof. Huntington [23], had
become inevitable.

It appears that entities in and out of the US and Allied
governments developed plans to exploit long-held regional
feuds, jealousies and suspicion to fragment the Arab and
larger Islamic world, as a response against the rise of militant
Islam. As the “smart” mobile phone and Internet access pene-
trated the Arab world, the technical capabilities to mount mass
uprisings became available. Meanwhile the idea of Color Rev-
olutions had been tested in the nations of the Former Soviet
Union and the Warsaw Pact nations - the term referring to
the use of a particular distinctive color [24] such as orange,
painted over large areas or worn by many, to convey the no-
tion of common cause, uniform outrage and vast numbers.
The mushrooming growth of media communications technol-
ogy in the 21st century had no small effect on the growth
of Color Revolutions [24, 25, 26, 27] – mass, highly coordi-
nated, highly agile uprisings, apparently by unarmed youth.
In turn, agitations grew and turned violent in Tunisia, Egypt
and Libya.

Today, Tunisia appears to have survived without much

damage, Egypt went through several upheavals but has re-
turned to military rule after both President (General) Mubarak
and his successor, Mr. Morsi, died in prison. Muammar
Gaddafi of Libya was captured and beaten to death after a
NATO-led ’intervention’ - Libya today is still fragmented,
and a prime market for weapons and mercenaries, even out-
doing Syria. Note: At latest look in January 2020, Russian-
supported and Turkish-supported, western-encouraged mili-
tias appear to be consolidating on opposite sides with the
European and UN leadership expressing concern about the
fate of Libyan oil.

In the United Arab Emirates, feeble attempts to start agi-
tations were promptly and decisively suppressed. Yemen is
in the final stages (we hope) of a ’civil’ war that has brought
famine and genocide, but also brought dozens of billions of
dollars in weapon sales to Saudi Arabia, perhaps to make up
for losses in the field.

Color Revolutions To ISIS Black Flags
Herring and Christian [28] advanced some points for consider-
ation. The first was that the so-called ‘Arab Spring’ was never
a desire for self-rule or pluralistic democracy as understood,
but a desire for Islamic rule. “Each country that fell to that
faux-organic sweep of protest shared a trait in common: aside
from being brutal dictatorships, they were also secular gov-
ernments.” Put differently, the ’popular outcome’ as visible
from the noise of the mobs, would have been an absolutely
repressive Islamic dictatorship.

They went on to reason that the rise of the ISIS would not
have gone unnoticed by government intelligence agencies and
that the ISIS was far from being a ragtag bunch of malcontents:
it is an immensely well-organized, well-planned, well trained
and well-funded, brutal multinational army. That cannot be
created without very powerful interests driving it, and this
could not have been missed by intelligence agencies.

They then reason that President Obama’s administration
could have at least allowed the growth of ISIS, in the confi-
dence that this force could be swept into Sunni majority Syria,
to achieve the regime overthrow for which the President could
not obtain congressional or UN approval. Whether there was
any thought given to how the resulting theocratic mob rule
could be controlled enough to gain access to the wealth of
Syria or whether there was an even grander plan to dominate
the Middle East, are unknown.

In Syria, the Color Revolution spiralled out of the gov-
ernment’s ability to control, with stunning rapidity by March
2011. Given that the government’s ethnic support base ac-
counts for much less than 20% of the population, they did not
have the luxury of trying to out-number the street demonstra-
tors with counter demonstrations. The demonstrators attacked
government buildings and officials from the early days, and
quickly got senior army officers to mutiny and defect. Govern-
ment efforts to contain the protests by arresting leaders, only
served as fodder for the international media campaign point-
ing to ‘brutal repression of dissent’, in a spiral of increasing
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violence.
Unlike Tunisia where the self-immolation of a starving

street vendor protesting intolerable corruption was the trigger
that ‘went viral’, it is clear that the Syrian rebellion was from
the start based on deep conspiracy that brought senior military
officers into the open. The defectors formed the core of the
Free Syrian Army (FSA) in the Ghouta suburbs of Damascus-
from the start a heavily armed and trained group focused on
overthrowing the government by force. As seen below, the
FSA quickly - or perhaps with uncanny foresight and planning,
brought foreign military and financial aid. Unsurprisingly, it
brought rather desperate and urgent response from loyalist
forces. In the cities of Homs and Aleppo government forces
were besieged, and lost control. The government termed the
so-called protests a Terrorist Invasion - again a very prescient
observation in view of what happened shortly thereafter.

The campaign against Syria was organized with admirable
marketing skill. By June 2011, the UN’s top humanitarian
relief official, Undersecretary Valerie Amos, had expressed
grave concern [29], at the reported death of 1200 people,
and the exit of some 10,000 refugees from Syria into Turkey.
In August 2017, the UN Secretary General’s Special Rep-
resentative for Children and Armed Conflict, Ms. Radhika
Coomaraswamy, declared [30] that “the use of excessive and
lethal force” by the security forces is “taking a heavy toll
on civilian lives, including children...We have had credible
allegations of children being killed or wounded in security
operations against civilians in Syria” . This followed a Syrian
military operation against so-called ’protestors’ in the port
city of Latakia - no doubt there were hostilities involving
heavy weapons in populated urban areas, a.k.a. street fighting.
The UN ’temporarily’ withdrew non-essential personnel from
Syria. It is worth noting here that Latakia is home to a long-
held Russian Naval Base, one of the few points from where
Russia could project power in the Mediterranean.

She continued: “There are also allegations that children
have been tortured by the security forces. State parties have a
duty to protect children in any police or military operations
and I call on the Syrian authorities to fulfill their obligations.”
Another UN report, from the Office of the High Commissioner
for Human Rights, declared that the Syrian government crack-
down might amount to ’crimes against humanity’ [31] and
might call for an investigation by the International Criminal
Court. Of course this appears to be laudable concern for inno-
cents, but was remarkably missing from the UN’s repertoire
shortly thereafter as the ISIS massacred, raped and enslaved
Yazidis and other minorities in Iraq, and set out to do the same
to the minorities in Syria. Perhaps the UN suffered ’atrocity
fatigue’, the kindest explanation that we can imagine.

Jet fighters and helicopter gunships were shot down, ar-
tillery was used in urban areas and outside, and there were
reports of captives being tortured and executed on both sides.
These reports were of course played up in the western media
as evidence of the so-called ’brutality’ of the Assad regime
and Assad himself. Calm reference to history might show that

Assad’s government reacted much less strongly than others,
for instance the United States Government, have done when
faced with a secessionist “dissent”, which soon turned into
foreign-funded, foreign-armed Civil War. The UN, as usual
and in the best habits that led to the failure of the League of
Nations, appears to have made no effort to ascertain, not to
mention hinder, the arms-vending forces behind the violent
protests and ascribe responsibility for the children and other
innocents being caught up in the resulting war.

The only alternative open to Assad, as far as we can see,
was probably to follow the fate of Muammar Gaddafi in Libya.
And leave his nation to the fate that Libya is still experiencing.

Enter the ISIS
From 2012 to April 2014, the phenomenon of the ISIS/ISIL
burst upon the scene. The earlier version appeared to have
morphed from diverse warlord groups operating in Iraq. The
effort to set up democratic US-model elections in Iraq had
predictably led to the rise of a government dominated by the
majority Shia. There were power-sharing deals to keep the
heavily-armed Sunnis (Saddam Hussein was a Sunni) paci-
fied. However the jostling between warlords had spiralled
into chaos. American interest in keeping up ground forces di-
minished as belated realization that the 2003 ‘WMD dossiers’
were blatant scams, started percolating even through parts of
the US public discourse and mainstream media. For reference,
even in 2005, State Department retirees and others were citing
the consternation of people in the US intelligence community:
They had recognized the ‘satellite photos’ that were waved
around in the UN Security Council by US Secretary of State
General Colin Powell as ‘proof’ of Iraqi WMD. They knew
that those were from 1990, and long-since destroyed or oth-
erwise emptied. Rising domestic pressure to bring the troops
home, was accompanied by rising pressure on Iraqi politicians
to demand exit of the Americans.

A swift rash of attacks by the initial version of ISIS was
eventually put down, and the Americans pulled out - signif-
icantly including cut-backs in aerial intervention. By late
2013/early 2014, the new ISIS had exploded on the scene,
sweeping across the landscape of Iraq. It became evident that
the earlier disappearance from Iraq was because the ISIS had
been pulled out and redeployed inside the massive Sunni belt
of Syria, particularly along the Euphrates river corridor, and
the borders with Turkey.

With the Syrian government desperately fighting off the
urban/suburban insurrection, the so-called ISIS forces occu-
pied essentially all of the areas marked in white in Figure
3 as well as most of the Sunni-majority areas. Reuter [32]
published so-called Secret Files revealing the structure of the
ISIS. We will cite some facts and leave the rest to be filtered
by the reader. The city of Raqqa fell to ’rebels’ in March 2013
and on October 17, the Islamic State called all the leaders
and announced a full takeover: anyone with other ideas was
executed, the rest swore allegiance to the Islamic State.

The second phase of the invasion started with Turkey
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openly transporting trainloads of heavy weapons to its border
areas [33], and feeding the ISIS [34] to occupy the Euphrates
valley. Meanwhile Israeli forces attacked Syrian soldiers in the
Golan Heights even as they were trying to defend against ISIS
assaults; the ISIS wounded were taken into Israeli hospitals for
treatment [35, 36, 37] . Syrian air force bases were attacked by
Israeli air power, and then overrun by the ISIS. In most cases,
all Syrian soldiers who surrendered - and did not manage to be
absorbed into ISIS ranks by virtue of ethnicity, were murdered
and dumped in mass graves or rivers. In quick succession,
villages small towns and larger cities fell to the invaders.

In December 2013, other Syrian rebel groups, even Al
Nusra whom the US belatedy started calling an ‘Al Qaeda-
related’ Islamist extremist group, banded together to attack
ISIS and pushed them out of most of the occupied Syrian
areas, even Raqqa. This may have been mostly for show, as
the ISIS was needed elsewhere: by June 2014 the ISIS was
swarming in Iraq.

The Kurds in the border areas declared independence, and
were supported by American/NATO airpower and weapons
to some extent. They managed to repel ISIS attacks on the
city of Kobani. There were heart-rending reports of young
Kurdish women soldiers fighting until they had exhausted
their ammunition, and then, facing capture and torture, killed
themselves with explosives, killing several of the ISIS swarm-
ing over them. The Kurdish SDF (Syrian Democratic Forces)
were reported to be fighting in collaboration with the Free
Syrian Army (FSA) against the ISIS in September 2014 [38].

The Syrian government claimed since the very beginning,
that they were facing a foreign terrorist invasion. This has
been more than vindicated by the massive scale of subsequent
warfare, with the Syrian armed forces severely outgunned and
outmanned, and reduced to defending a few pockets around
Damascus and in the province of Latakia. By mid 2015,
these areas were also under threat with Damascus suburbs
getting heavy shelling. The cities of Homs, Aleppo, Raqqa,
Kobani and Palmyra had been lost from Syrian control. Deir
ez Zor (D-e-Z), near the Iraq border, has a gruesome history:
It was where the Turkish Ottoman forces drove thousands
of exhausted Armenian families, and left them to starve to
death under the desert sun during the Armenian Genocide.
D-e-Z became a besieged garrison with an airport that was
often under fire. Syrian soldiers who surrendered elsewhere,
had been mercilessly beheaded by the ISIS and the other
Rebels, and perhaps this knowledge of certain torture and
death sustained the D-e-Z defenders through a historic stand
until they were relieved by a combined Syrian-Iranian force
in late 2016. The commander of the D-e-Z garrison, General
Zahreddin shown in Figure 4, died days later when his vehicle
hit a mine outside D-e-Z. At the very last stage of the D-
e-Z siege, US warplanes killed over 100 Syrian soldiers in
their defensive positions outside D-e-Z, 3 minutes before the
ISIS launched a massive assault, very nearly breaking through
the Syrian defence line. The US military later claimed that
this was an error - which the Russians and Syrians found

Figure 4. Syrian General Zahredine, pictured at Deir ez Zor,
April 16, 2016. Reproduced from anon. at Twitter

incredible.

The US Taxpayer’s Benevolence
US involvement started with covert aid to the Syrian Rebels
[39], and clearly supported the armed groups trying to invade
Damascus and overthrow the Assad government. The US
arming, training and funding the ‘dissent’ in Syria, was quite
open and proudly announced. There was strong support for
the principle of supporting the Forces of Freedom in Syria
against the ‘regime’ of the ‘brutal dictator Assad’, with mea-
sures including decapitation strikes, and War Crimes Trials
loudly demanded against President Assad. The small fact that
Syria was (and is) a sovereign member of the United Nations,
that had done nothing hostile against the United States nor
posed any challenge to the security of the USA, was not seen
mentioned.

It is now apparent that covert aid started very early, but
formal approval for military aid to the ‘Rebels’ did not occur
until September 2014, by which time the ISIS was swarming
all over Iraq and Syria [40, 41, 42]. By 2015, the US had
authorized some of the rebel groups to call in US/ NATO
airstrikes [43], purportedly to allow them to fight off ISIS
assaults, but equally enabling strikes on the forces of the
Syrian government.

Doubts about the nature of the Allies receiving US aid
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Figure 5. The Syrian Red Crescent organization delivers
food and supplies in Deir ez Zor, April 18, 2016. Reproduced
from anon. at Twitter

appeared in the US media following this Congressional ap-
proval. By September 2014 the media were putting the term
’moderate’ in quotes while referring to the rebels whom the
US taxpayer was supporting [44, 45].Thus there were reports
that the US-funded ‘Opposition’ against the Syrian Govern-
ment, had sworn that they backed the ‘rebels’ against the ’Al
Qaeda’ [46]. In this context, we must point out that the term

’Al Qaeda’ means ”root directory’ of a hard disk in a computer
found in the rubble in Afghanistan by US forces in 2001. The
term appears to find usage mainly in justifying funding from
Western lawmakers, as in ’we need funding to fight Al Qaeda
in (fill in the geographic feature such as ‘Arabian Peninsula’
or ‘Iraq’). The only reported usage of such a term in an in-
ternal Arabic document was an early position paper by Dr.
Aiman Zuwahiri, lieutenant to Sheikh Osama Bin Laden, de-
scribing the members of the initial Afghan resistance against
the Soviets as the core of the movement for Islamic purity.

In September 2014, the US forces bombed ISIS sites in
Syria [47]. By May 2015, apparent consternation had dawned
in Washington DC about what was obvious to anyone else:
that Saudi Arabia and Turkey were sponsoring the ISIS- the
same entities that the US forces were supposed to be bombing
in Syria. [48] By November 2015, the optimism had faded,
lamenting that more airstrikes were not likely to help defeat
the ISIS [49]. But by then the Russians were in action.

4. Conflicting Narratives

Full Credit to Operation Inherent Resolve
The Wikipedia narratives [7, 50] ascribe full credit to the US
Coalition for defeating and destroying the ISIS/ISIL. The US
Central Command declared the name Operation Inherent Re-
solve (OIR) in October 2014. The CENTCOM announcement
declared that the name: [50] intended to reflect the unwa-
vering resolve and deep commitment of the U.S. and partner
nations in the region and around the globe to eliminate the
terrorist group ISIL and the threat they pose to Iraq, the region
and the wider international community. It also symbolizes

the willingness and dedication of coalition members to work
closely with our friends in the region and apply all avail-
able dimensions of national power necessary—diplomatic,
informational, military, economic—to degrade and ultimately
destroy ISIL. The assignment of the name followed media
criticism of an alleged lack of organized response to the ISIS.
Since August 21, 2016 (which was a year after the Russian
intervention), “the U.S. Army’s XVIII Airborne Corps has
been responsible for Combined Joint Task Force – Operation
Inherent Resolve (CJTF—OIR)”. Wikipedia reports: “The
campaign is primarily waged by American air forces in sup-
port of local allies, most prominently the Iraqi security forces
and Syrian Democratic Forces.. 75-80% of the airstrikes
have been conducted by the military of the United States, with
the other 20-25% by the United Kingdom, France, Turkey,
Canada, the Netherlands, Denmark, Belgium, Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates, and JordanAccording to the Pen-
tagon, by 23 March 2019, the day of ISIL’s territorial defeat
in Syria, CJTF-OIR and partner forces had liberated nearly
110,000 square kilometers of land and 7.7 million people from
ISIL, the vast majority of (ISIS Caliphate’s) territory and sub-
jects. By October 2017, around 80,000 ISIL militants had
been killed in all actions excluding those targeted by Russian
and Syrian strikes. By the end of August 2019 (CJT-OIR)
had conducted 34,573 strikes. Tens of thousands more were
killed by partner forces on the ground (the Syrian Democratic
Forces alone claimed to have killed 25,336 ISIL fighters by
the end of 2017).

Wikipedia [7, 51] speak of 168,000 sorties flown by Coali-
tion air forces, dropping 67 bombs or missiles per day since
‘late 2015’. (Note: a quick calculation shows that the above
works out to well over 115 sorties a day, causing speculation
about the number of bombs or missiles carried by US war-
planes, and about the large number of sorties where no weapon
was released. Another source claims that the US forces have
to-date killed over 14,000 persons in Syria, of whom nearly
10,000 were ISIS fighters, 169 were Syrian government sol-
diers, and the rest were Al Nusra and other groups described
as Islamic terrorists - most if not all being former US ’Allies”
at one time or another. This figure probably does not include
the operation to liberate the city of Raqqa which had become
the ISIS capital. Raqqa was pulverized, and it is believed
that thousands of civilians, held hostage by the ISIS, were
caught in the battle as the city was reportedly carpet-bombed
to demolition. The nature of this operation was perhaps in-
fluenced by the Iraqi Army’s experience in clearing Ramadi
and Mosul of ISIS occupation. The liberators there suffered
heavy casualties as they were hit by ISIS fighters rising from
an extensive network of tunnels. It may also have been driven
by the prospect of Raqqa being liberated by the Syrian-Iranian
forces approaching with Russian air cover.

The US Official Narrative
Military and Intelligence personnel are sworn to secrecy and
subject to end-of-life punishment for revealing Classified In-
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Figure 6. Picture captioned ISISatMosulAirport June 9,
2014. Reproduced from UK Daily Mirror

formation. The best way to not reveal it is to not reveal
anything. This means that they are unable to publicize the
rationale and justifications for actions of which they have per-
sonal knowledge. This must be borne in mind by all the rest of
us, ’armchair warriors’ and ’experts’, to temper our righteous
zeal and feelings of importance. But through this horrible his-
tory, what narrative can be compiled from the statements from
the US military? A set of Wikipedia pages written without
apparent judgement or hate, appears to be the best source to
glean this.

The purpose of the US intervention in Syria, extended
from the presence in Iraq, has been:

1. To head off potential threats to the Homeland United
States, and American people and interests abroad.

2. To head off imminent threats to US allies, either by
alerting those allies or where the allies are unable to
respond, perhaps do what is needed.

3. To provide protection and facilitate humanitarian efforts
to the civilian populations caught up in natural disasters
and conflicts

US forces have been stationed in the Middle East, particu-
larly along the Persian Gulf and Red Sea, in order to be able
to intervene swiftly and protect the sea lanes that supplied
petroleum products worldwide. The interest of protecting
Israel became intense since 1948. The interest in protecting
Saudi Arabia and the sea lanes became strong as Saudi-Iranian
relations soured after the US-supported Shah of Iran was de-
posed, and the energy crisis became key to the world economy.
After the Iran-Iraq War, the 1st Gulf War, the Somalian civil
war, and other crises kept US troops in the area. The 1998
and 2001 terrorist attacks and the US invasion of Afghanistan
greatly increased US presence, and the US invasion of Iraq in
2003 led to the present events, with many continuing crises
flaring up in between. This is what Presidential Candidate
Donald Trump panned as ’Forever Wars’ from which he as-
pired to extricate the US.

It goes without saying, and is thus almost universally for-
gotten, that the first response whenever there is a disaster or a
local flare-up of violence, is to demand US intervention, with
Americans asked to put themselves in danger. The US doctrine
of ensuring American air superiority, brings with it also the
expectation that US forces, either Space or air-based) can ’see’
everything that happens, and reach everywhere faster than any-
one else. Over time, the options for response have expanded
from ’gunboats’ to aircraft carrier-launched air strikes, to ship-
launched and air-launched cruise missiles, to helicopter-borne
strike teams, to the present favored option of remotely-piloted
aircraft (Uninhabited Aerial Vehicles) patrolling, and launch-
ing precision missiles. Like the Police forces in American
cities, the US forces get criticized for everything and are
thanked by few at least in the media.

Getting back to the Syrian operations, the US forces were
withdrawn by President Obama from Iraq. Despite all the
efforts of US commanders and diplomats to train and ensure
a peaceful transition to a stable democratic society, violence
flared as weaponry remained freely available and oil resources
provided tempting targets for people with apparently limitless
funding, with a limitless supply of traumatized and otherwise
hate-filled and/or fearful entities. US forces attempted to
focus their attention per the priority list outlined above, mainly
avoiding the use of American BOG (Boots On the Ground).
This meant relying on air strikes - with alliances with local
entities of all sorts to provide the BOG. We note here that
an overriding ambition of many entities, such as the Pakistan
Army of Islam in 2001, was to induce American BOG so
that they can aspire to Houristan by Killing Americans, as
famously and loudly called for by Sheikh Osama Bin Laden at
the annual convention of the terrorist group Lashkar-e-Toiba
at Muridke near Lahore, Pakistan in 1999. In 2001, some
120,000 Pakistanis sold their family treasures to buy an AK-
47 and passage on a stream of colorful trucks through the
Khyber Pass into Afghanistan and arrayed along the Shomali
Plain awaiting American BOG to come at them. Instead what
came were F-16s, F/A-18s and B-52s. The survivors were
either put in containers and left in the Afghan desert by the
Afghan forces of the Northern Alliance, or tried returning
down the Khyber Pass where the friendly locals stripped them
of their remaining belongings. Hate for America runs deep in
these parts, and we are sure in many other parts of the Middle
East, just like in slums dominated by gangs, against the local
Police. Avoiding American BOG is excellent strategy, but it
drives the US into all sorts of shady deals.

Major US operations other than patrolling and monitoring
the skies, included small targeted strikes against entities who
were on US Watch Lists (such as the shady Khorasan Group,
rumored to have descended from Bin Laden’s core group)
or emergency operations to assist when there were massed
attacks. This explains the responses to the genocide against
the Yazidis near Mt. Sinjar, and the ISIS assault on Kobani.
To put it in brief, it was really not the job of US forces to
protect any of these places: the US had been asked to leave by
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the elected or other leaders and government. US doctrine thus
maintained that the reason for US military interest inside Syria
was to remove threats to the US mainland, and to Iraqi allies,
emanating from Syria. The US military was not ordered or
authorized to invade Syria and liberate it from ISIS occupation.
The mission then did evolve to supporting entities who were
approved by the government as Opposition forces trying to
liberate Syria, and who would remain friendly to the US.
Again, US forces were ordered to go in and train those entities,
whether they were Kurds or the Free Syrian Army, or other
so-called ’rebel’ groups, all of whom swore up and down that
they were opposed to ’Al Qaeda’ and the ISIS. This entangled
the US forces into missions where they attacked the forces of
the Syrian government, in conflict with these rebel groups.

The US mission evolved into a strategy of ’protecting’
Syrian oil reserves. This included bombing oil fields and
refineries, but eventually, US forces have been left guarding
areas such as the Tel Afar border crossing into Iraq, and
presumably the logistics trail for the oil trade through Iraq.
This no doubt brings the US into conflict with the Iranian-
backed forces who see the oil as funding ISIS and others
fighting the Syrian government. The American presence also
prevents those areas of Syria from being taken back by the
Syrian govenment - an area of policy that no doubt must raise
serious questions. However, as far as the American military is
concerned, it is ”theirs not to make reply, theirs not to reason
why” as described in the early 20th century Crimean War
poem ‘Charge of the Light Bridge’..In some cases it may also
be ”not though the soldier knew... someone had blundered”.

US Policy Evolution
The US seriousness in combating ISIS may be gauged from
these statements by President Obama and his White House
Spokesperson Josh Earnest [52]. Both insisted that the US
was not at war with the ISIS, just trying to contain the threat
posed by ISIS to the US. Vice President Kerry insisted [53]
on September 11, 2014, that the US was not at war with the
ISIS, but ISIS posed a significant threat to the region and
several Allies had come together to engage them. The US
was only engaged in a significant counter-terrorism operation
that would go on for many years, and was focused on cutting
off the funding for terrorism. He claimed that ISIS was just
Al Qaeda, and that changing the name did not change the
entity. From viewing the rest of the evidence, Mr. Kerry may
have been quite accurate in stating that the entities funding,
training, arming and protecting the ISIS were the same as
those funding, arming, training and protecting the original ’Al
Qaeda’ and that the US was not at war with them.

Symptomatic of the convoluted discourse from the US
administration and its Spin Factories is an article by Bandow
of the Cato Institute [54]. He writes about the US/NATO
promise to ’protect’ Turkey from the all-purpose ISIS threat
- and laments that Turkey should have known better than
to be unselective about the (terrorists) whom it permitted,
in their campaign to topple President Assad. This nicely

steers attention away from the elephant in the room: that
ISIS was not simply tolerated by Turkey: ISIS’ lifeline for
logistics and weapons was by rail and road across Turkey,
which means total sponsorship of ISIS by Ankara. Visitors
to Turkey reported street vendor selling popular ISIS t-shirts,
completing the spectrum of business interest in ISIS from
the international to the street level in fundamentalist Islamic
societies. The discourse at the highest levels of American
mainstream foreign policy scholarship maintained its usual
level above the clouds, coincidentally tuned to the conclusion
that the US must maintain armed forces and conduct offensive
operations in Syria for the indefinite but long period. An
example is from the hallowed magazine ’Foreign Affairs [55],
usually a mouthpiece of the US State Department.

” United States must stay committed to fighting ISIS over
the long term in a manner that matches ends with means, cal-
ibrating and improving U.S. efforts to contain the group by
moving past outmoded forms of counterterrorism and coun-
terinsurgency while also resisting pressure to cross the thresh-
old into full-fledged war. Over time, the successful contain-
ment of ISIS might open up better policy options. But for
the foreseeable future, containment is the best policy that the
United States can pursue.” Rosen [56] discussed his analysis
of how ISIS was planning to redraw the maps of the Middle
East, erasing ancient territorial borders and imposing a uni-
form Shariah law. The main eye-catching item in the article is
that about 21 Coptic Christians being beheaded.

Deborah Amos of National Public Radio (NPR) inter-
viewed Turki Al Faisal of Saudi Arabia who made it clear
that the Saudi aim was to overthrow the Shia regime in Syria.
According to him, “Sunni anger” had to be addressed before
there could be any solution.

Turkish Policy Consistency
As for Turkey, President Erdogan made a speech on October 7,
2014 (per Kurdish fighters in Kobane quoted by Twitter user
Cahit Storm @cahitstorm) stating that Kobane was ’about
to fall’, even as he continued to prevent Kurdish fighters
to enter Kobane across the Turkish border., despite direct
requests from a UN envoy (per Twitter user Slate @Slate,
October 10, 2014). On October 11, Twitter user Daniele
Raineri (ADanielRaineri) tweeted that Turkey had released
Halis Bayancuk, also known as Abu Hanzala, a prominent
ISIS figure who had been arrested in April 2014.

Turkey has been consistent in its demands of conditions
to ’help’ the US in the campaign (not war) against ISIS. They
demanded enforcement of a no-fly-zone over the entire Syrian
region bordering Turkey (or all of Syria) to facilitate entry of
their ground troops, again into all of Syria, to overthrow and
destroy the Syrian government. They also wanted to ensure
that the Kurds did not unite across the Turkish border, nor
create an independent state inside Syria. In July 2015, Turkey
was reported [57] to be preparing to move into Syria to create
a ’buffer zone’ ostensibly to protect against attacks by Kurds.
The US military was said to be supportive while the Turkish
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military leadership was somewhat wary and skeptical. The
US strategic ThinkTank ’STRATFOR’ published ’Analytical
Guidance’ [58] with a rather Alice-in-Wonderland abstract
(the actual content is behind a paywall): ”Ankara’s decision
to cooperate with the United States and actively battle the
Islamic State will have repercussions throughout the Syrian-
Iraqi battlespace and within Turkey itself...”.. The guidance
was no doubt intended for the benefit of those desiring to be
within the terminologically correct spaces of the prevailing
arms/training market.

In late 2019, they have moved their army into Syria to
enforce the latter condition, and it was not opposed by the
US forces, who withdrew, leaving the Kurds exposed to the
mercies of the Turks - and of the Free Syrian Army, allied
with the Turks. A Syrian government - Russian interven-
tion convinced the Turks to limit their campaign so far, to a
smaller zone, with the Kurds winning the protection of the
Syrian government, Russian soldiers patrolling the border
with the Turkish-occupied zone. This appears to have stopped
a developing genocide, with about 1500 Kurds killed by the
Turks.

Alternative Narratives
The alternative answers are troubling. Some indications can
be seen even in US mainstream media by 2018 [59]: “ com-
municated with Al Qaeda’s branch, Al Nusra, to protect and
safely escort me and my soldiers for two hours from North
Aleppo to West Aleppo,” Maj. Anas Ibrahim Obaid, better
known on the battlefield as Abu Zayd, told Fox News from
his home in the western Aleppo area. “In exchange, I gave
them five pickup trucks and ammunition.” Those trucks and
ammo were issued to him by the United States in 2015. After
undergoing training in Turkey, the first batch of 54 trained
fighters crossed back to Syria in July 2015..Zayd today re-
mains a commander for the Free Syrian Army. A second ..
program, ‘Timber Sycamore’, was started by the CIA in late
2012 ... active along the Turkish border to Syria’s north, and a
Jordanian crossing in the south. also compromised, with arms
falling into the hands of ISIS or Al Nusra. initially supplied
light weapons. But (provided) selected rebels with American

“tube-launched (sic), optically tracked, wire-guided” antitank
missiles, better known as BGM-71 TOWs.

Chossudovsky [60] advances an appalling explanation.
According to him, the invasion of Mosul and Kirkuk was
orchestrated by US intelligence. The defenders on the front-
lines found themselves suddenly isolated and abandoned as
rear echelons and officers were mysteriously pulled out just
before the ISIS swarmed in. The soldiers in fact fought as
long as they could. Following the takeover and mass murder
in Mosul and Kirkuk, the US military helped the Iraqi armed
forces to re-take the cities. The ISIS withdrew in good order,
with the US refraining from attacking their columns as some
9000 of them, now well-armed and equipped, streamed across
the open desert - and across into Syria to take up President
Obama’s ’regime change’ agenda.

The website Judicial Watch released excerpts from a trial
[61] where US authorities (Defense Intelligence Agency) laid
out the prospects for overthrowing the government of Syria.

One US-backed group to use the TOWs was the FSA
group Hazem Movement. From [62]: “We became optimistic
we could overthrow the regime,” Asem Zidan, 27. Porter [62]
continues: “The policy of arming military groups committed
to overthrowing the government of President Bashar al-Assad
began in September 2011, when President Barack Obama
was pressed by his Sunni allies—Turkey, Saudi Arabia and
Qatar—to supply heavy weapons to a military opposition to
Assad they were determined to establish.. wanted the United
States to provide anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons to the
rebels. ..shipment in late August 2012.. included 500 sniper
rifles, 100 RPG (rocket propelled grenade launchers), 300
RPG rounds and 400 howitzers. Each shipment (had) as
many as ten shipping containers.. total payload of up to 250
tons of weapons per shipment. (at least) 2,750 tons of arms
bound ultimately for Syria from October 2011 through August
2012. More likely .. a multiple of that figure. ..8,000 tons of
weapons poured across the Turkish border into Syria just in
late 2012 and in 2013. ..another Saudi order from the same
Serbian company listed 300 tanks, 2,000 RPG launchers, and
16,500 other rocket launchers, one million rounds for ZU-23-
2 anti-aircraft guns, and 315 million cartridges for various
other guns..December 2013 U.S. sale of 15,000 TOW anti-tank
missiles to the Saudis at a cost of about $1 billion—the result
of Obama’s decision.. Vice President Joe Biden criticized
their role in October 2014. In impromptu remarks at Harvard
University’s Kennedy School, Biden complained that “our
biggest problem is our allies.” The forces they had supplied
with arms, he said, were “al Nusra and al Qaeda and the
extremist elements of jihadis coming from other parts of the
world.”

Twitter and Local Chronicles
For those who followed the war day by day via Twitter from
a multitude of sources, the narrative of US success against
ISIS is rather less than credible. This is because the US effort
purportedly started in 2011. Until late in 2015, the ISIS/ISIL
were consistently winning in Syria, though there had been
some success in reversing ISIS gains inside Iraq. Until the
Russian intervention started, the Syrian government forces
were suffering reverses daily, and managing to survive in a few
grimly defended pockets, facing certain extermination if they
surrendered or were overrun. On no occasion were US forces
reported to be helping the Syrian government forces fight
ISIS - something that Presidential candidate Donald Trump
lamented during the debates of late 2016. The US Coalition
has been supporting the forces attacking the Syrian govern-
ment and armed forces, with funds, training, weapons and
advisors [39] and protecting forces including Al Qaeda in the
Arabic Peninsula, the Free Syrian Army, the White Helmets
and the Syrian Democratic Forces (Kurdish). The Pentagon
claim cited above, of killing at least 149 Syrian soldiers inside



Of Warmongers, Fake News And The Deep State — 11/29

Figure 7. Picture captioned ISIS captures Tikrit June 11,
2014. Reproduced from anon. at Twitter

their own nation, leaves little room for argument on this point.
From Wikipedia:

“(Beginning) in 2011, the U.S. initially supplied the rebels
of the Free Syrian Army with non-lethal aid—including food
rations and pickup trucks—but quickly began providing train-
ing, money, and intelligence to selected Syrian rebel comman-
ders. At least two U.S. programs attempted to assist the Syrian
rebels. One was a 2014 Pentagon program that planned to
train and equip 15,000 rebels to fight ISIL, which was can-
celed in 2015 after spending $500 million and producing
only a few dozen fighters [39]. A simultaneous $1 billion
covert program called Timber Sycamore run by the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) was more successful, but was deci-
mated by Russian bombing and canceled in mid-2017 by the
Trump administration [39]. The Obama administration began
surveillance missions on the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant’s positions in Syria in September 2014”

It appears fairly obvious that while the official US Armed
Forces were in Syria to counter and destroy the ISIS, the
CIA [39] and perhaps several non-state actors, acting with the
assistance of entities within the US administration, were there
for the objective of taking over Syria. As Syrian cities (Homs,
Aleppo, Palmyra) were liberated by the SAA with Russian
aerial support, the Coalition mission appears to have narrowed
down to keeping the Syrian government from reclaiming their
oil fields. This agrees with the US Commander in Chief,
President Trump’s perhaps sarcastic description of the core
mission in 2019.

The intervention by Russian forces in late 2017 changed
everything in Syria. We will not spend much time detailing
this, but at this point we will summarize the situation as we see
it today. This will be followed by a brief recounting of the war
as seen from the western mainstream media and other sources
with more local interest and perhaps different compulsions.

The Russian Narrative
It must be remembered that everything cited above is from
English language media, for consumption by English-reading

people. The rest of the world may have seen things differently.
In December the media unit PressTv [63] interviewed a senior
aide of Russian President Vladimir Putin. Excerpts: Alexan-
der Prokhanov told Press TV that Mossad is also likely to have
transferred some of its spying experiences to the ISIL leader-
ship, adding that Israel’s military advisors could be assisting
the Takfiri terrorists. Prokhanov said ISIL is a byproduct of
US policies in the Middle East. ”ISIL is a tool at the hands
of the United States. They tell the Europeans that if we (the
Americans) do not intervene, ISIL will cause you harm,” he
said, adding that Iran and Russia are the prime targets of the
ISIL. They launched their first terror attack against us just a
few days back in Chechnya,” he said, stressing that the ISIL
ideology has got nothing to do with the Islam practiced in Iran
and some other Muslim countries in the Middle East region.
Prokhanov said the United States and Israel are one and the
same when it comes to supporting a terror organization like
the ISIL.

How Does ISIS Operate HUMVEES?
In compiling this list of successes as seen from official state-
ments above, the US body count is supplemented by claims
of weapons and equipment destroyed - including over 400
HUMVEES. This raises a small question. The Houthi rebels
in Yemen have time and again routed the Saudi Arabian expe-
ditionary forces that went into Yemen with great fanfare. In
video after video, ragtag Houthi bands wearing torn shirts and
slippers, carrying AK-47s, are seen watching as uniformed
Saudi personnel run away from their US-supplied Abrams
tanks and armored personnel carriers following crippling hits
from ATGMs on the lead vehicles in their convoys. But ev-
ery such video ends with the Houthis rigging explosives or
pouring fuel to destroy the captured vehicles, punctuated by
shouts of ”Allah hu Akbar!” They have never to our knowl-
edge been seen to capture and use the tanks and other vehicles
to strengthen their own war effort. Perhaps there are codes to
be set before such vehicles can be used? How then is it that
the ISIS are able with such ease to use ”captured” American
weapons and vehicles? Where did they get 400 serviceable
HUMVEES? The standard answer is that they picked up 2300
factory-fresh HUMVEES at Mosul [64] and Ramadi when
the Iraqi forces ‘ran away’, but the same question about codes
and training come up.

”Let’s Bomb The Eyeranians! Or Someone! Any-
one!”
As the Iranian-supported Iraqi Army advanced decisively
through the ISIS-occupied Sunni belt of Iraq in early 2015, the
narrative in the US-UK Mainstream Media shifted, to suggest
that the Sunnis would fare even worse if these forces were
allowed to defeat and drive out the ISIS. While the Syrian
government was “brutal” the Iraqi government was “cor-
rupt” [65, 66]. This would fit the Foreign Affairs narrative of
the gentle US to continue to keep the pot boiling in Iraq and
Syria, never quite going to ’war’ with the ISIS. The Salon [67]
panned US strategic expert and New York Times columnist
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Figure 8. Picture captioned ISIL overruns Mosul June 10,
2014. Reproduced from anon. at Twitter

Thomas Friedman. Friedman had suggested that bombing
the ISIS amounted to ’helping Iran’ and that perhaps the US
should be arming the ISIS instead to fight Iran. The Salon
reminded him of his enthusiastic advice to the US govern-
ment to invade Iraq in 2003 and wondered how that had led
to peace and stability. This again fit the schizophrenic policy
narratives at the top of the US foreign policy establishment
with the only common instruments of policy being the use of
the US military, not to mention arms dealers - the only people
who seemed to have any standards of accuracy and reliability
in their daily work, regardless of personal risk - to go bomb
someone, anyone as panacea.

Around March 2015, Benjamin Netanyahu won a sweep-
ing victory in the Israeli elections, providing a massive boost
to the above narrative. The Pentagon confirmed a fact known
to everyone else for decades: that Israel has nuclear weapons.
Former US Ambassador (and recently National Security Ad-
visor) John Bolton chimed in with an OpEd in the New York
Times [68] demanding bombing Iran in collusion with Israel.

CNN [69] wailed that “the Arab Spring was not supposed
to turn out like this.The Arab Spring was supposed to bring
peace, democracy and stability to not only the nations where
it took root, but also others around it in the Middle East and
North Africa. It was supposed to usher in an end of violence
and heavy-handed government tactics, just like it ushered
out entrenched leaders. In short, it was supposed to mean a
brighter future.”.

The FARS news agency of Iran [70] quoted an Iraqi com-
mander, providing intercepted communications between ISIS
entities confirming US airdrops to the ’Takfiri terrorists’.

”They exchanged sentences like if they would have a share
of the ammunition dropped near (Spiker Military Base) or
responses such as ’you will also receive your share’.” ”The
US forces by dropping weapons and ammunition for ISIL, spe-
cially in Yassreb, Al-Ramadi and near Spiker Base in Hay
al-Qadessiya have provided a lot of help to the ISIL,” he
added.Many similar reports by Iraqi officials and forces have
surfaced in the last few months. eyewitnesses in Al-Havijeh
of Kirkuk province had witnessed the US airplanes dropping
several suspicious parcels for ISIL terrorists in the province.

”Two coalition planes were also seen above the town of Al-
Khas in Diyala and they carried the Takfiri terrorists to the
region that has recently been liberated from the ISIL control,”
Al-Jaberi said. Head of Iraqi Parliament’s National Security
and Defense Committee Hakem al-Zameli also disclosed that
the anti-ISIL coalition’s planes have dropped weapons and
foodstuff for the ISIL in Salahuddin, Al-Anbar and Diyala
provinces. Authors’ note: While we are concerned about the
veracity of such accounts, we place these quotes here because
they are from global media, not seen in the US mainstream
media. Readers can gauge what to believe after considering
the entirety of various pieces of evidence as presented here.

On September 16, 2015 Reuters reported (with a straight
face?) that France was planning to also go and bomb someone
in Syria. Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian was quoted as
:“As soon as we have well identified targets and we can carry
out the strikes that we need to carry out against an enemy
who is the Islamic state and who is threatening us.” .

An Oily Mystery
The US and NATO remained powerless, if we are to believe
that, to go after the kidnappers, slave-traders or slave-buying
rapists. ISIS convoys of thousands of trucks and tankers plied
the desert roads day and night, trading oil and slaves, unhin-
dered by the USAF and NATO who owned the skies above
them. On September 25, 2014, Bloomberg [71] reported that
US and UAE aircraft had struck 12 ’modular’ refineries used
by the ISIS in eastern Syria in their oil trade. It was estimated
there that the ISIS was generating $2 Million daily from oil
sales.

The above leads to an interesting calculation. At the time,
crude oil was trading for around $90 on the international
spot market. One assumes that ISIS could not command a
premium for its oil sales, but since some of its customers -
which included the besieged Syrian government - were under
US sanctions, let us assume that they commanded the same
price. The cost of extracting and transporting the oil no doubt
amounted to at least $25 per barrel, so the net could not have
been more than $65 per barrel - probably much less. To
generate $2M per day, ISIS therefore had to sell an absolute
minimum of 30,770 barrels per day. One barrel of oil is 159
liters or 0.16 cubic meters. The tanker trucks that can ply the
rough roads of the desert are usually the smaller kind, with a
capacity of 11,000 liters each. So 30,770 barrels would require
445 tanker trucks plying each way, every day, between the
oil fields, refineries and ports or other selling/transfer points.
This as explained above, is an absolute minimum. Given the
times for each trip it is reasonable to assume that at least 1000
trucks were on the desert roads at any time, every day. If the
one-way trip took longer than one day, the number of trucks
had to be much higher. It is amazing that the combined might
of the US, NATO, Turkish, Saudi and UAE Air forces and
UAVs were unable to interdict this traffic and put the ISIS out
of business, from 2014 through the end of 2015, when the
Russians proceeded to do exactly that in swift order. This
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single point is sufficient to debunk the notion that the US and
Allies had any intention of stopping the ISIS, regardless of the
frequent mouthings by leaders in bemedalled uniforms and
elegant designer suits.

Extending that, the oil could not simply disappear: it had
to be transported from the point of sale to other destinations.
Buying oil from ISIS was surely illegal for anyone except
the Syrian government, because it was stolen oil. Why were
the Allies with their aerial and Space assets and all-seeing
financial tracking capabilities, unable to track the oil to the
people who paid for it?

In March 2015 a map was published [72], calculating
a $1M per day revenue level. Routes were shown through
ISIS-occupied Aleppo region to the Syrian coast, through
Al Haskanah to Turkey, through the Tikrit region to Iraq,
also skirting the Iranian border, and one through Jordan, one
through Kirkuk towards Iran. We must suggest that this was
speculative. An alternative explanation that does not require
such a huge stretch of credulity about the transport and mar-
ket infrastructure is that the oil trade has been quite small,
and the funding came directly under the protection of those
who were supposed to be tracking terrorist funding. Given
all the other evidence, this is much simpler. Robert Fisk [73].
pointed out: It’s worth remembering at this point that the Con-
gressional Research Services in the US estimate that most of
ISIS’s budget comes from “private donors” in – you guessed
it – Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the UAE But it’s worth knowing just
how General Pierre de Villiers, chief of the French defence
staff, summed up his recent visits to Baghdad and Iraqi Kur-
distan. Iraq, he reported back to Paris, is in a state of “total
decay”. The French word he used was “decomposition”. I
suspect that applies to most of the Middle East. and Kuwait.”

A Small Matter of Refugees..
We have not touched upon the plight of civilians other than
those who were directly targeted. That would take a massive
database to document, but the common underlying theme has
to be horror. An April 2015 article pointed to one small aspect
of this other side of the Middle East catastrophe. Hundreds,
perhaps thousands, of refugees had drowned trying to get
across to Europe [74]. Per some reports, one picture of a Kurd
refugee child from the Kobane area, whose body was washed
up on a European beach along with that of his father, was
used by the American (conversionist) charity World Vision to
increase their intake 100-fold. The rising number of refugees
in Europe was being met with a rising tide of xenophobia as
well. The BREXIT movement in the UK (which threatens
to take the ’U’ out as well) was at least partly motivated by
a feeling that Britain was losing national identity. France,
faced with having to cut retirement programs, has been faced
with daily street riots for quite some time now: the Color
Revolution has come to the home of Western Democracy. An
interview with some ’refugees’ in Germany pointed to the
thriving market in Karachi, Pakistan, for Syrian passports.
The ranks of desperate, traumatized refugees are also being

used to infiltrate people bent on bringing Shariah to all of
Europe.

The Chemical Attacks and the White Helmets
The chemical attack story, surrounding the much-rewarded
White Helmets organization based in the UK, is for another
day [112,113,114]. In late December 2019, Tarek Haddad, a
Newsweek reporter resigned, citing obstruction of his story.
Scott Ritter, former US Marine and member of the UN chemi-
cal weapons inspector team in Iraq preceding the US invasion
in 2003, writes [75] that ”President Trump and all the Demo-
cratic presidential candidates” with the exception of Tulsi
Gabbard ”have failed to display a modicum of intellectual
curiosity about what really happened in Douma and Khan
Shaykhun.” He continues [76], in part: “The OPCW’s Douma
investigation has been under a cloud of controversy since
shortly after its interim report was released to the public in
early March 2019. The document was prepared by Ian Hen-
derson, an engineer working for the OPCW. It challenged the
conclusions of the inspection team regarding the provenance
of two chlorine canisters located at the incident scene, and
was leaked to the press. The document, which the OPCW
subsequently declared to be genuine, raised the probability
that the canisters had been manually placed at the scene,
as opposed to having been dropped by the Syrian Air Force,
raising the question as to whether the entire Douma incident
had been staged. Haddad’s story, however, was ..about .. a
series of new documents, backed up by an inspector-turned-
whistleblower known only as “Alex,” that accused the OPCW
leadership of ignoring ..its own inspectors in favor of a revi-
sionist report prepared by another team of inspectors based
out of Turkey. This second group allegedly relied heavily on
data and witnesses provided by the Syrian Civil Defense (the

“White Helmets”) and the Syrian American Medical Society
(SAMS), two ostensibly humanitarian organizations opposed
to the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.

The allegations eventually led to the first publicly-admitted
strike by US forces against the Syrian government [77]. It
was a simultaneous missile strike by both the US and NATO
allies, authorized by President Trump. The publicity lead-up,
conduct and the results of the strike were extremely curious to
put it mildly. The cognitive dissonance there is even more than
in the list given above. (Note: Recently, the Iranian ‘revenge’
missile strike on a US military base in Iraq following the assas-
sination of General Suleimani, bears the hallmarks of another
such ‘negotiated and fore-warned attack’: the missiles were
accurate and struck inside the base, but avoided the places
where people, forewarned, were taking shelter. Nevertheless,
the American strike in Syria is believed to have killed a Syrian
radar operator, while the Iranian strike is reported to have
caused concussion-related brain injuries to 34 US military
personnel.

But considering the above, there can be only one answer to
the distressing question of who funded, trained and equipped
the ISIS? Once the shattering directions became clear, most
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of us slunk away to avoid facing reality.

5. Tulsi Gabbard Breaks Ranks from
GroupThink

Apparently Rep. Tulsi Gabbard did not run away. She actually
visited Syria in the middle of all this [78], perhaps to talk to
people whose truths differed from what she got in Congres-
sional Briefings. Roglin, described as a ’columnist’, wrote
in an OpEd in the Washingon Post, that Rep. Gabbard “met
(President) BasharAssad, toured Aleppo (after it had been re-
duced to rubble by the Assad Regime) and interviewed Syrian
civilians and the regime-approved ’opposition’, who unani-
mously told her Assad was a better option for Syria than the
terrorists. Roglin blames Rep. Gabbard for apparently having
talked to both sides in the conflict to find out the facts, a trait
that is not evident in the rest of the US establishment. Quoting
Roglin: “ But Gabbard never talks about her other trip —
to the Turkish-Syrian border with a group of lawmakers in
June 2015, when she met with authentic opposition leaders,
victims of Assad’s barrel bombs and members of the volunteer
rescue brigade known as the White Helmets. Their stories,
which don’t support Assad’s narrative, never make it into
Gabbard’s speeches on the campaign trail. Listening to Gab-
bard, one might think the United States initiated the Syrian
conflict by arming terrorists for a regime-change war that
has resulted in untold suffering... Roglin appears blissfully
ignorant (understandably so, being in the DC mainstream
media establishment) of the reports cited above, that the US
administration and non-state entities had been doing exactly
that. Roglin’s OpEd is typical of the mainstream narrative that
is as laudatory of the US efforts in Syria today, as they were
of the rationale for the invasion of Iraq in 2003.

The news and pictures on Christmas Day 2019 from
Aleppo appear to bear out Rep. Gabbard’s views rather than
those of Mr. Roglin. Those Christians and other minority
people would have been tortured, enslaved and /or murdered
years ago, left to the tender mercies of the Al Nusra, Al Qaeda
and ISIS, supported by the narrative that Roglin espouses.

The attacks on Rep. Gabbard have come from many
sources. Scoville [79] published A Legal Analysis of Rep.
Tulsi Gabbard’s Trip to Syria. He quoted from the Logan Act
which “authorizes criminal penalties against any U.S. citizen
who” : “ without authority of the United States, directly or
indirectly commences or carries on any correspondence or
intercourse with any foreign government or any officer or
agent thereof, with intent to influence measures or conduct
of any foreign government or of any officer or agent thereof,
in relation to any disputes or controversies with the United
States, or to defeat the measures of the United States . . . . ”.
Scoville concludes that prosecutors would face insurmount-
able difficulties, though he does not consider the possibility
that this may be due to the fact that her actions were perfectly
legal. Efforts to find similar expert analyses from Mr. Scoville
have been fruitless, regarding the legality of supplying deadly

weapons, training and funding to organizations such as the Al
Qaeda and ISIS, and conducting attacks upon the government
and people of a foreign nation against which there has been no
declaration of war. Mr. Scoville concludes: “But she appears
to have been driven by genuine concern about U.S. policy and
the conditions in Syria, rather than self-aggrandizement or
other improper motives.”

Rep. Gabbard appears to have put the first-hand knowl-
edge that she acquired at such pains and risk, to good use.
She introduced legislation in 2018 to at least stop the flow, 7
years and perhaps a million violent deaths after it started, in a
nation that has never been shown to even have planned, much
less conducted, any hostilities against the USA.

6. The War Monger and Deep State
Allegations

Ms. Hilary Clinton was the Secretary of State of the USA
from 2009 to 2013. The massive assault on Syria and the
oil-land-grab started in 2012, coming off the Arab Spring
Color Revolution that started with President Obama’s first
term. It was preceded by the Arab Spring protests in Tunisia
and Algeria (2010), Yemen, Jordan, Oman, Djibouti, Kuwait,
Morocco, Mauritania, Lebanon, the Palestinian Authority,
Egypt, Libya, Syria and Bahrain in 2011, and the ISIS war
in Iraq. Of these, Yemen, Libya, Iraq and Syria grew into
full-scale “civil” wars, with massive foreign occupation in
Yemen and Syria. Two pervasive features are that oil wealth
has been a major motivator, and the ancient divide between
Shia and Sunni sects of Islam appears to have been exploited.
While there is plenty of evidence that the rebellions grew
out of long-festering problems, the aspect that was not pre-
dicted by hardly any Middle East scholar, was the sheer depth,
breadth and speed of organization, that overwhelmed govern-
ments that had long succeeded in containing dissent. Only
Bahrain appears to have truly squelched protest at an early
stage, while in Egypt, the military has resumed control after
both the original military ruler President Mubarak, and his
elected successor Morsi, died in prison. Iran and Saudi Arabia
crushed protests early, but there appears to be tumult not far
below the surface in both. In 2012, coordinated attacks on
two US facilities in Benghazi, Libya resulted in the murder of
the US Ambassador and 3 other US government officers. Four
State Department officials including an Assistant Secretary
of State, were removed. Sec. of State Clinton resigned in
2013, though no charge of improper conduct against her was
sustained after investigations.

The larger source of conflict appears to be the assumption
that the events during and following Ms. Clinton’s tenure,
were influenced by her, and by close associates – and that
these occurred outside and out of sight of the United States
Government. At minimum, that she failed to act to do what
was needed, and to properly stand for US values if not interests.
Given that the US is today quite self-sufficient in energy, the
long-held excuse for military interventions in the Middle East,
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that of protecting US energy security, no longer holds water.
Mr. Donald Trump campaigned for the Presidency as an

outsider to the political parties – and claimed all along that
non-State actors were driving US actions. He termed these
as the Deep State, and tied these actions to his opponent,
Secretary Clinton, in the pre-election Debates. He argued
that US interests in the Middle East coincided with those of
Russia, since both needed to defeat Islamic terrorism, most
embodied in the ISIS.

Since the Russian forces intervened, the tide of the war
in Syria and Iraq turned rapidly. They skirted direct conflict
with US and NATO forces, since all claimed that their primary
interest was to defeat the ISIS. However, the Cold War turned
hot on several occasions, as US/NATO and Turkish forces
attacked the Syrian Army and other Syrian facilities. One
Russian fighter plane was downed by a Turkish missile, and
its pilots were killed by Turkish-allied militants, bringing
Turkey close to war with Russia, Events turned dramatically
with a coup attempt against Turkish President Erdogan, who
was saved by warnings that apparently came from Russia –
and apparently tied the coup attempt to US-based entities
opposed to Erdogan. The US/NATO Incirlik Air Base was
quickly taken over, and many of its officers down from the
commander, were arrested. Turkey has since then had a unique
relationship with Russia.

Several charges of Chemical Weapon usage have been
levelled against the Syrian government. The first 2 did not
result in any military action, though sanctions of various sorts
where imposed on the Syrian nation and its leaders. The third
brought loud calls for massive US missile strikes to decapitate
Syria, with the by-then-resigned Ms. Clinton openly calling
for bombing Syria and removing President Assad by force. At
the last minute, President Obama, perhaps swayed by strong
UN Chemical Weapons experts’ cautions as well as Intelli-
gence reports available to him, refused to authorize strikes.
The Russians on each occasion demanded open investigations,
pointing out that on each occasion, the attacks served no pur-
pose of urgency to the Syrian government, but did serve the
purposes of their enemies.

Recently, there have been strong reports supporting the
Syrian and Russian claims that the chemical attacks have been
tied to those who were described as heroic first-responders –
the UK-based White Helmet. This again points to the charges
of a Deep State influencing US policy.

The Syria-Russia issue appears to have played a role in
the US Presidential Election. Late in the campaign, revela-
tions ascribed to the Russians, proved that the Democratic
National Council (DNC) had improperly favored candidate
Clinton to the detriment of candidate Bernie Sanders. In fact
this bias appears to be the origin of the conflict between Rep-
resentative Tulsi Gabbard and Ms. Clinton, as Rep. Gabbard
perhaps learned the full extent of what happened in the DNC.
Compounding this, were revelations that Ms. Clinton, while
Secretary of State, had conducted State Department business
through unsecured private computers operated by her personal

associate Ms. Huma Abedin, who held the rank of Assistant
Secretary of State. Demands for FBI investigations, alleging
violations of the rules regarding Classified Documents, and
of deliberately passing Classified information to foreign enti-
ties, tied into the finances of the Clinton Foundation, clouded
Ms. Clinton’s campaign at the late stages. Subsequently Ms.
Clinton and the Democratic Party have blamed her loss in the
2016 Presidential Election, on Russian Interference, although
charges of voting machine fraud, vote count manipulation, and
the extensive investigations by Special Prosecutor Mueller,
appear to not have dredged anything of note.

7. To Recap..
Briefly, we note the following:

1. The US, NATO and Israel have launched many aerial
and missile attacks on the Syrian Arab Army and bases
of the Syrian Air Force, as well as a building that
reportedly housed a lab that developed countermea-
sures against anti-tank missiles and rocket-propelled
grenades.

2. The Syrian Rebels supported by the US and allies, oc-
cupied some 30% of the territory of Syria as recently
as 2 years ago.

3. The ISIS/ISIL occupied some 60% of Syria as recently
as 2015.

4. Helping the Syrians hold on to the lives of themselves
and their loved ones, as well as those of the non-Islamic-
Sunni minorities in Syria, is the Army of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. There is no denying this regardless
of the nature of the government and state of freedoms
inside Iran, or their frequent rantings against the right
of other nations to exist.

5. Iranian forces were also in the vanguard of the forces
who liberated the Sunni-dominated city of Tikrit in Iraq,
as well as other cities, from the ISIS. Presumably they
suffered heavy casualties in the process, but we wel-
comed by the population as liberators from the brutality
of the ISIS.

6. Apparently the forces used were and are primarily from
the Iranian Revolutionary Guards, until recently headed
by General Hussein Suleimani. Suleimani was seen
leading the forces in Tikrit and other Iraqi cities.

7. Also helping the Iranians to help Syria is the Republic
of Iraq, liberated by the United States from the regime
of Saddam Hussein in 2003, and now governed by en-
tities elected in democratic elections conducted under
US auspices.

8. Helping the Iranians and the Syrians to liberate Syria
and protect the minorities, are the forces of the much-
hated Vladimir Putin, President of Russia.
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9. The Islamic Republic of Turkey is at war with the Syr-
ian Democratic Forces and wants to destroy or drive
out the Kurdish population living in areas of Syria. So
they have occupied a significant part of Syria.

10. As a UNmember, Syria is represented at the UN by the
government as led by President Assad. Syria has not
been accused of invading or attacking any neighboring
nation, nor of any other international crime. So as far
as we know, the UN has not “permitted” any other na-
tion to have their forces enter the territory that used
to constitute Syria. The Iranians and Russians on the
other hand are in Syria by explicit invitation and pleas
of the Syrian government, and it is obvious that neither
the Syrian government, nor the non-Sunni-Islamic mi-
norities in Syria, have reason to hope to survive, much
less avoid slavery and torture, should these two nations
withdraw from Syria. The forces arrayed against Syria’s
government are absolutely hostile to minorities.

11. President Barak Obama of the USA declared that the
USA was not at war with the ISIS/ISIL, even as he set
in motion Operation Inherent Resolve with the explicit
aim of degrading and ultimately destroying the Islamic
State. It is reliably believed that US and NATO air
forces bombed the city of Raqqa, which was occupied
by the ISIS, to rubble, at an unknown cost in the lives
and limbs of the civilians held hostage there.

12. The USAF also attacked the Syrian Arab Army and
per Pentagon reports have killed at least 149 of them.
Of these well over 100 soldiers were killed in US air
raids, just as the ISIS was attacking the SAA’s positions
outside the town of Deir ez Zor, inside Syria. This very
nearly resulted in the ISIS breaking through and mass-
murdering the remaining 300-odd SAA defenders of
Deir ez Zor.

13. Deir ez Zor was liberated from ISIS encirclement by
the Syrian Arab Army with Iranian forces [47]. With
Russian air support.

14. Deir ez Zor is in an oil-rich part of Syria.

15. For about 3 years, the ISIS was able to transport crude
oil from Syria, to ports, and sell the oil.

16. US and NATO Air Forces had total air superiority over
Syria and Iraq until 2015. There is no report of the US
or NATO indicting the long convoys of oil tanker trucks
on the desert roads of Syria.

17. There are plenty of reports with photos, of long lines of
Toyota pickup trucks and battle tanks riding along on
desert or rural roads in Iraq and Syria, filled with ISIS
thugs proudly waving their terror flags as they went
to invade and brutalize towns and villages in Iraq and
Syria. Uninhibited, unimpeded and in no fear of attack

by the might of the US-NATO airpower watching them
from above.

18. Within a couple of months of the Russian Air Force
starting operations, these convoys were stopped, as they
were destroyed in a few days and nights of sustained air
strikes.

19. While ISIS has attacked Syrian positions even as re-
cently as January 2020, swift response from Russian
and Syrian air power resulted in ISIS formations being
destroyed as expected.

20. Evidence shows that during the regime of President
Obama and Secretary of State Hilary Clinton, US forces
were ordered to provide weapons, training, funds and
combat support to forces that were at least later, deter-
mined to be Islamist extremists.

21. The government of Turkey has been pursuing the ex-
plicit aim of overthrowing the government of Syria by
violent means, as well as suppressing the Kurdish peo-
ple on both sides of their borders with Syria and Iraq.

8. Concluding Remarks
As with the Blair Dossier of 2001 that was used to rationalize
the destruction of Afghanistan while declaring Pakistan a
‘Frontline Ally’, and the ‘WMD Proof’ cited to rationalize
the Invasion of Iraq in 2003, the truth about Syria and the
ISIS will eventually become known. That will be too late to
help stop the death and brutalization of millions, including
many American Service People. Foreign Policy Experts will
harrumph and wave off any questions that they should have
given better advice. Media experts will ignore their roles in
denying the American public a fair and honest presentation of
facts. Government officials will be promoted to oversee new
disasters, or retire in opulence, as will the arms dealers and
middle-people. Military and Intelligence people will continue
to be under the oath of silence. In view of the above, we
feel that Senator Black of Virginia, and Representative Tulsi
Gabbard of Hawaii, have done a great service to the American
people by raising these issues in public debate.

9. APPENDIX: A Timeline of the War
2014: ISIS Genocide Against Yazidis
The UK Daily Mirror published in 2016, a timeline of the
ISIS pestilence growth. Tens of thousands of Christians fled
to Syria from Iraq, facing the choice of “flee, convert or die”
[80] as the ISIS swept across Iraq. This was a much-repeated-
through the millennia replay of the ritual brutality of Islamist
invasions. Examples from history are the Pakistanis invading
Jammu Kashmir, India, in 1948, and the later ethnic cleansing
by Kashmiri Muslims against their Hindu neighbors in 1989.
Large Syrian oil fields were captured in early July 2014, and
a long logistics line was set up across hundreds of miles of
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Figure 9. Picture captioned Displaced Yazidi people rush
towards an aid helicopter June 11, 2014. Reproduced from
the Internet, RUDAW.

desert, to sell the oil in ports under Arab control. In August
2014 they conducted genocide against the Yezidis in Sinjar,
Iraq. On August 8, per the New York Times, 1 USAF C-17
and one fighter plane flew over the Sinjar plateau and dropped
5300 gallons of water and 8000 Meals Ready To Eat to Yezidi
civilians who had fled to Mt. Sinjar to escape the ISIS. Two
F/A-18 aircraft targeted “mobile artillery units” of the ISIS
[81, 82, 83]. According to Cholov [84] the drops did not reach
even 10% of the people trapped on the mountain. Meanwhile
on the ground, Yazidi men were executed in large numbers.
Young women were kidnapped, tortured, raped and trucked to
slave markets where they were sold in full view of reporters
(see Figure 10), and presumably US and NATO intelligence
agents.

Jonathan Krohn [85], on board an Iraqi Army relief heli-
copter describes the ’hellish’ sight below in the August sun-
light and dust of the Sinajar mountain desert. : “Mount Sinjar
stinks of death. The few Yazidis who have managed to escape
its clutches can tell you why. “Dogs were eating the bodies
of the dead,” said Haji Khedev Haydev, 65, who ran through
the lines of Islamic State jihadists surrounding it: On Sunday
night, I became the first western journalist to reach the moun-
tains where tens of thousands of Yazidis, a previously obscure
Middle Eastern sect, have been taking refuge from the Islamic
State forces that seized their largest town, Sinjar. I was on
board an Iraqi Army helicopter, and watched as hundreds of
refugees ran towards it to receive one of the few deliveries
of aid to make it to the mountain (Figure 9. The helicopter
dropped water and food from its open gun bays to them as they
waited below. General Ahmed Ithwany, who led the mission,
told me: “It is death valley. Up to 70 per cent of them are
dead.” The sole Yazidi lawmaker in Iraq’s government said
[86] that 25,000 Yazidi women had been abducted by ISIS
to be raped and sold into slavery: “They are still without any
shelter. They are sleeping on the streets. The situation is not
good and the winter is (advancing), and it’s raining, actually,
in Iraq (now). So the situation is deteriorating,” legislator
Vian Dakhil told RFE/RL in an October 8 telephone interview

Figure 10. Kidnapped Yazidi child of murdered parents,
being auctioned off in ISIS slave market by Islamist terrorists
From www.alhayat.tv. Edited out of respect for a heroine.

from Iraq’s Kurdish region. The lawmaker, who is currently
recovering from injuries she suffered in an August 12 heli-
copter crash on Mount Sinjar in northern Iraq, said that while
IS militants have forced Christian women from their homes,
Yazidi women often suffer worse fates. ”Only Yazidi women
are kidnapped. We don’t know, actually, why exactly the Yazidi
women (are targeted)” she said. Dakhil says that of the more
than 500,000 Yazidis in Iraq, some 25,000 Yazidi girls have
been abducted by IS militants. ”We don’t know exactly (where
all of them are), but some are (kept) at (various) prisons here,
still in Iraq, and some have been taken to Syria, and some
are in Mosul,” she said. ”They are taken to be raped, and
they are selling them – $150 for a girl. My family is being
butchered, just like all Iraqis are being killed. . . . And today,
the Yazidis are being slaughtered. Brothers, away from all
the political disputes, we want humanitarian solidarity. I am
speaking here in the name of humanity. Save us! Save us!”
she told lawmakers on August 5. The speaker of parliament
interrupted her speech, while others shushed her emotional
address, after which she collapsed.”.

A postscript: We had to edit the picture shown in Figure
10 to hide the child’s crying eyes. Those interested in seeing
the original picture and the actual expression on her face,
may search for the image titled pU1dwza. The photo is no
doubt taken inside one of the nations that the US describes as
’Allies’. After debate we decided that including this picture,
as horrible as it is, might sensitize at least a few US taxpayers
and voters to what we are being conned into funding with our
tax dollars, and make us think of our own prospects when we
stand for Judgement. And just perhaps, might lead to rescue
and rehabilitation of this child and thousands like her. Not to
mention arrest and summary execution of their tormentors.

After the media attention to the US airdropping relief, and
driving away the ISIS in August 2014, the media lost interest
in the Yazidis. In October the ISIS came back to resume their
genocide.
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ISIS Sweeps Across Syria:2014
Across the border in the Deir-ez-Zor region of Syria, the
ISIS continued their orgy in full swing. Reuters [87] and
Al Jazeera reported [88] that over 700 people from the Al
Sheitat tribe were murdered, mostly by beheading. Another
1800 were missing. “Gruesome videos have surfaced online
purporting to be of the beheadings in several Sheitat villages.
The footage showed men laughing and mocking the victims
by mimicking goats as they performed the executions. Some
of those killed were said to be injured men who had fought
against the Islamic State group. Reports suggested IS fighters
dragged the men from the nearby Hujein hospital and the
New Medical Center in neighbouring Mayadeen City before
cutting off their heads.”. By August 24, 2014, the Syrians had
lost the Taqba Air Force Base, which had survived for 3 years
in the heartland of the ISIS in Syria. This opened the way
for ISIS to invade the city of Raqqa which later became their
capital until it was razed in 2018. Over 150 Syrian soldiers
were apparently executed by the ISIS [89].

On August 19, 2014, US journalist James Foley was be-
headed [90] by British citizen Mohammed Emwazi, “Jehadi
John” of the ISIS. On September 2, 2014, ISIS released a
video showing US journalist Steven Sotloff being beheaded.
On September 13, British aid worker David Haines was exe-
cuted. The Kurdish-populated Syrian city of Kobani on the
Turkey border was besieged. On October 3, British charity
volunteer Alan Henning was killed, and ISIS blamed a British
air raid for the death. On November 16, American hostage
Peter Kassig was beheaded. On January 24, 2015, Japanese
hostage Kenii Goto was shown holding a photo of compatriot
Haruna Yukawa, who was beheaded. Many videos of execu-
tions of prisoners were released from Syria, for instance from
Raqqa. On March 15, 2015, the siege of Kobani was lifted
after airstrikes. On April 12, 2015, the architectural marvels
of Nimrud were blown up by ISIS. On May 17, 2015, ISIS
overran Ramadi, Iraq. On May 26, ISIS invaded Palmyra,
Syria. On November 10, 2015, Al Baghdadi was reported
to be “critically wounded” in an airstrike. (Note: He was
reported killed, hopefully for the last time, by US Special
Forces in Idlib province in October 2019).

Ordinary citizens in the UK, USA and other nations were
penalized for funding the ISIS. London resident Amal El-
Wahabi was jailed for sending money to her husband who was
with the ISIS in Syria.

In the first week of October 2014, the ISIS forces had
occupied 40% of Kobane, the Syrian Kurdish city located just
200 yards south of the Turkish border. [91]. They were on
the point of overrunning it. Vice President Kerry declared
that holding Kobane was not a strategic objective. However,
an October 8 report noted that the ISIS was withdrawing, the
Kurdish Peshmerga defenders who included many women
fighters, having been assisted by heavy Allied air raids [92].
(Figure 11). US military sources slammed the Turks for not as-
sisting... not surprising since the Turks wanted as many Kurds
to be killed by ISIS as possible. Fox News [93] quoted Pen-

Figure 11. Image from the UK Daily Mail captioned Blast: A
US-led airstrike on a Syrian gas facility in Kobane killed at
least eight people yesterday afternoon. From Hall [92]

tagon spokesperson Rear Admiral John Kirby: “There’s just
so much you can do from the air,” he told Fox News. ”You’ve
got to have willing partners on the ground. You’ve got to have
ground forces.” Continuing, The New York Times quoted a
senior administration official who slammed the Ankara gov-
ernment for ”dragging its feet to act to prevent a massacre
less than a mile from its border. ..After all the fulminating
about Syria’s humanitarian catastrophe, they’re inventing
reasons not to act to avoid another catastrophe,” the official
continued. ”This isn’t how a NATO ally acts while hell is un-
folding a stone’s throw from their border.” ISIS was reported
by multiple sources, to have gone on a rampage inside the part
of Kobane that they occupied, besides of course beheading
the captured Kurdish fighters including women, whose heads
they lined on a cement block and propagated video of that.
However, the Kurds, facing death on every side, fought the
ISIS to a standstill in the streets, so that their forces were
largely caught on the slopes approaching the city, open to
air attack. Witnesses described an eerie silence after the air
strikes: the ISIS forces had been heavily damaged.

However, there was no attempt made to catch the ISIS
on their withdrawal across the desert - they were allowed to
escape deeper into Syria, or to melt across the border back
into Turkey. The Telegraph [94] described wounded ISIS
fighters as receiving ‘first-class treatment” inside Turkey. The
ISIS assault on Kobane is described on the Kurdistan website
[95] titled “Assault on Kobane”. They mention “captured”
American M1 Abrams tanks among the ISIS armor, again
raising the contrast to the Yemeni Houthis’ failure to use
captured Saudi Abrams tanks.

The website imgur.com showed pictures of Turkish tanks
massed at their border, doing nothing. Other images showed
uniformed Turkish soldiers smiling and chatting with ISIS
artillery and anti-aircraft units. It was as clear then as ever
that the Turks, far from fighting against ISIS, were the facili-
tators if not worse, of the ISIS. By October 14, the Kurds had
recaptured the hill overlooking Kobani [96] and torn down
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the black ISIS flag flying there.
Twitter reports spoke of Turkish Air Force bombing -

against the Kurds. There were clashes inside Turkey as Kurds
protested the Turkish obstruction of the efforts to defend
Kobani [96]. More than 30 people including two Turkish
policemen were reported killed.

Meanwhile, on October 12, 2014, RT.com tweeted that
Abu Ghraib, site of the notorious prison, had fallen to the ISIS
who were then within 8km of Baghdad airport. They were
bringing large truck-carried guided misisiles. The Washington
Post (October 12) with a colorful global map and red arrows,
continued the US State Department narrative that the ISIS was
some spontaneous movement drawing volunteers from all over
Great Britain, Europe, North Africa, Pakistan, Afghanistan
and even Kyrgystan, China, Indonesia and Australia, all into
Syria, which was pictured as the source of the menace to Iraq.
The main conduits shown were through Turkey and through a
vague combination of Jordan and Israel. This may have been
to set up the argument for US air strikes into Syria followed
by US ground troops to occupy the oil fields and oil transport
route. And the New York Times confirmed the success of the
Arab Spring Movement with the observation that Tunisia, the
poster child of the movement, had sent more ’fighters’ than
any other nation, to join the ISIS.

On October 13, CNN tweeted (htt p : //cnn.it/1w32a21)
that the Iraq military had abandoned Anbar base to the ISIS.
In October 2014, the Daily Beast [97] reported that relief
supplies sent by US Humanitarian Aid was going to the ISIS,
that ISIS personnel were on the USAID payroll, and USAID
was paying the ISIS directly as well.

On the night of October 26, 2014, per Robert Fisk [98]
the Syrian Opposition, whom Fisk describes accurately as
Jihadists, swarmed the city of Idlib, the second largest city
in Syria. They killed (by ritual beheading) about 70 senior
officials of the Syrian government before government forces
retook the buildings. The eastern city of Raqqa had already
fallen to the ISIS months before. Fisk again [99] : “By chance,
I had been asking the general about Raqqa province, whose
last military fortress and airbase was captured by Isis and
Jabhat al-Nusra this year. Videos showed hundreds of Syrian
soldiers being executed beside mass graves, one even showed
two fighter jets being towed through the streets by rebels. And
within days, reports from outside Syria spoke of Isis being
trained on Mig-21s by former Iraqi pilots.”

The Israel Times of Israel reported [35] that an Israel
Defence Forces facility in the Golan Heights had treated over
700 Syrian casualties. They quoted one of the patients, who
was clearly a wounded fighter, not civilian: “Firas, a rebel
fighter who was being treated at the hospital at the time of
filming” The Iranian news agency reported the same item [36]
as the Israeli army treating over 700 wounded ISIS fighters
near the Golan Heights. The latter version appears to be borne
out by a June 2014 report in the magazine Foreign Policy [37],
citing a report by the UN Disengagement Monitoring Force
that describes “scores of battle-hardened Syrian rebels being

Figure 12. Picture from Al Masdar News, captioned Syria:
Ghab Plain. From @SyriaProtector at Twitter. April 19,
2016

transported across the ceasefire line to Israeli facilities and
back to the frontlines”. The Syrian Ambassador to the US
complained that Israel was acting as a conduit for terrorists
and weapons trained in Jordan, into Syria. – and firing on the
Syrian Army soldiers who were also being attacked by the
ISIS [100].

RT.com reported in May 2014 [101] that the US was train-
ing Syrian rebels in Qatar to ambush government forces and
’finish off’ any soldiers left alive after the ambush. One prob-
lem was that these freedom fighters used their finishing skills
quite readily, to behead children and other civilians, and thus
came to be known as the Moderate Child-Beheaders supported
by American tax dollars, officials or both.

Ceylan Yeginsu [34] reported in the New York Times
how youths, including drug addicts were being recruited at
mosques throughout Turkey and sent to Syria. The twitter
feed of the English-language Slemani Times [33] reported that
Turkey was openly supporting ISIS by allowing their tanks
to move up to the Syrian border on Turkish railway freight
trains. Figure 13 provided a photo showing such a train.
The risk of reporting these is shown by the fact that at least
two journalists have been found murdered after investigating
Turkish support for ISIS. The US network CNN posted a
report (htt p : //ireport.cnn.com/docs/DOC−1172632), no
longer found on the Internet) that Turkish trains were carrying
tanks, artillery, missiles and other weaponry to the ISIS in
Syria.

Reports (see above for some US reports such as [62]
spoke of shipments of over 20,000 (Twenty Thousand) deadly
US-built ATGMs (anti-tank guided missiles) being delivered
through Turkey to the ISIS. The Syrian Army developed
a unique metal “cage” surrounding each tank, presumably
to stop anti-tank rocket-propelled grenades. The tanks also
sported some added-on devices to spot and perhaps confuse
the ATGMs. The lab that developed these, was reportedly the
sole target of the US cruise missile strike (the last US Official
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Figure 13. Picture from the Slemani Times Twitter feed,
claiming to show a Turkish train carrying ISIS tanks to the
Syrian front.

Strike To Punish Assad) launched as ordered by President
Trump following the last reported “chemical weapon attack”
in Syria.

Interestingly, the rationale used by the US at the UN for
launching air strikes inside Syrian territory without Syrian
government approval, was that the Syrian government had
failed to prevent ISIS attacks from Syria, on Iraq, and hence
the US was using Iraq’s right to self-defense!!! Thus, by
allowing the ISIS to swarm inside Syria, with US Ally Turkey
providing the heavy weaponry, the US at last had convinced
itself of its righteousness in taking over the skies over Syria,
an essential step to overthrow Syria’s regime and take over
the nation’s oil.

In December 2014 a Jordanian F-16 fighter jet was downed
by the ISIS inside Syria. The pilot, son of a highly-placed
Jordanian official, was later put in a cage and burned to death
using a flame thrower with video streamed of the event.

Iran Sends Ground Troops to Syria
Perhaps the first signs of discomfort for the ISIS came when
(per the Times of India, August 13, 2014) Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Saud declared after talks in Germany that
Iranian forces were ’occupying’ Syria and ’fighting Syrians’,
and must withdraw. RT.com reported on August 13 that the
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei de-
scribed the ISIS terrorist group as a creation of the US and
Britain. They had turned down a proposal from the US to
’coordinate’ steps in the fight against ISIS.

By November 2014 there were serious fractures in the
Alliance. Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Emirates started cutting
relations with Qatar. Banco [102] described a program where
the US and Qatar were training Rebels to fight in Syria (to
overthrow the government). Things had gone downhill and
the US was winding up the program because the rebels had
been overrun in Idlib by the Al Nusra gangs. In December
2014 Iran confirmed that Iranian fighter jets had struck ISIS
positions in Iraq at the request of the Iraqi Government. In
December 2014 [103], the ISIS beheaded over 150 women in
Abnar province.

In January 2015, a Saudi General was killed by a suicide
bomb at the border with Iraq. The bomber had been captured
after they ambushed a Saudi patrol, when he detonated his
suicide vest.

On January 24, 2015, the King of Saudi Arabia passed
away, leading to succession by Prince Mohammed Bin Salman.

On January 28, 2015, Israeli jets attacked Syrian positions
in the Golan Heights. On February 20, 2015, the Voice of
America News announced [104] that the US and Turkey had
signed an agreement to train and arm Syrian rebels - with the
obvious aim of overthrowing the government of Syria. At
the same time, the CENTCOM, as reported by FOX News,
detailed force levels and time for planned corps-sized oper-
ations to recapture the city of Mosul from ISIS. Confirming
the predictions of some readers, this operation was a disaster
when it materialized. Mosul was indeed ’liberated’ but at
an extreme cost in lives of both Iraqi soldiers and innocent
civilians held hostage by the ISIS. The fighting went door to
door and through tunnels connecting the homes, while US air
raids killed many innocents. One example was an incident
where an ISIS VBIED (Vehicle-Borne Indigenous Explosive
Device) aka truck bomb, parked on a narrow street, was hit by
a US missile. The resulting explosion killed a large number
of civilians hiding in the houses. Perhaps it was the lesson
learned from Mosul that drove US strategy in ’retaking’ the
ISIS HQ of Raqqa in Syria: reports indicate the Raqqa was
essentially carpet-bombed civilians and all.

By February 16, 2015, the Iranian Hezbollah group [105]
had announced that they were fighting the ISIS inside Iraq.
Syrian and Iranian forces combined to cut off Aleppo in Syria
[106]. On February 21, the New York Times reported that
Turkish military units had entered Syria in Operation Sah
Firat to evacuate soldiers guarding the tomb of Suleyman
Shah, grand icon of the Ottoman Empire, which had been
surrounded by the ISIS. A convoy of 100 tanks and other
heavy weaponry, protected by air cover, was used. They
moved the tomb back closer to Turkey to the Syrian town
of Ashmeh, 200 yards from the Turkish border, and then
destroyed the original site. No clashes were reported, though
one Turkish soldier died in an accident. The Los Angeles
Times [107] glorified the incursion, while the Syrian Foreign
Ministry condemned the incursion as proof that Turkey was
in league with the ISIS terrorists.

By March 2, 2015, the US-supported armed group Harakat-
al-Hazm had decided to disband and directly join the Al Nusra
group. Meanwhile in Iraq, an operation to recapture the oil
town of Tikrit was underway, with Iranian General Suleimani
leading the Shia forces. The battle map as of March 10 is
shown in Figure 14 from [108]. The ISIS were boxed into a
narrow strip next to the Tigris river. Twitter pictures included
“women being taken to safety, Sunni civilians welcoming the
Iranian militias accompanying the Iraqi forces in the streets
as liberators, one picture of a Cross being re installed on top
of a church after tearing down the ISIS flag”.

Interestingly, on March 25, 2015, Jordan announced sign-
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Figure 14. Map depicting the battle lines in Tikrit, Iraq, as of
March 10, 2015. From [108]

ing a $5 Billion deal with Russia to build a nuclear power
plant. Around this time, the war in Yemen was becoming
intense with a ’Decisive Storm Coalition’ of Arab states under
Saudi leadership invading Yemen, even as the Houthi rebels
threatened Aden. On April 2, the Iraqi Prime Minister carried
the national flag through downtown Tikrit; while Ankara was
shut down with armed gangs in the streets, after a suicide
attack on a police station.

Ominously, in March 2015, the ISIS swarmed across the
city of Idlib near the Turkish border. Syrian President Assad
blamed Turkey [109] for direct Turkish support for the terror-
ists, as well as for destroying a UN-negotiated ceasefire in
Aleppo. By late April 2015, Idlib province was mostly lost.
An April 28 report (the link is no longer working): The loss
of Jisr al Shugur all but closes the government’s land supply
routes to two major bases in the west of Idlib, Mastuma and
Ariha, both of which are surrounded by rebel forces and can
now be supplied only by air. Rebels captured the provincial
capital, Idlib city, on March 28 ....Videos posted on social
media showed that U.S.-supplied TOW missiles played a criti-
cal role, destroying dozens of government tanks and vehicles.
But elsewhere [110] the Syrian Army created a supply route
into western Idlib.

Iran Nuclear Agreement: 2015
In April 2015, with the war in Yemen flaring, the US and
Europeans signed a nuclear agreement with Iran. This an-
gered the Saudis and Israel, and a formal alliance came into
being between these formerly bitter adversaries. There was
speculation on the elements of this deal [111]. The advent
of the young King Mohammed Bin Salman as monarch of
Saudi Arabia may have had a lot to do with the new realism
as he was reported to be aiming for total Sunni dominance in
the Middle East, willing to go to great lengths to crush the
Iranians and their friends in Syria, Iraq and Yemen.

May 2015 saw a crucial deterioration: the Islamist rebels
reached close to President Assad’s ancestral home in Latakia
province, and were within reach of hilltops near 5000 feet

altitude, that would put the Alawite Shia villages and the
route to the coast within artillery range [112]. Rami Abdel
Rahman of the Syrian Observatory Human Rights told AFP
that Coalition air strikes in the village of Birmahle in Aleppo
killed 52 civilians but not a single ISIS fighter. Seven of the
victims were children. On May 18, 2015, the ISIS captured
the city of Ramadi in Iraq after besieging it for over a year.
The US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter ’lashed out’ at the
Iraqi Army for their lack of will to fight, despite outnumbering
the ISIS attackers by 10 to 1. The Iraqis cited the lack of air
support. CNN [113] reported from Anbar province about the
ISIS onslaught, with a local Iraqi commander reporting that
he regularly sent coordinates of the ISIS positions to Coalition
forces, but no air attacks or other response came. On February
18, 2015, the website ’21st Century Wire” [114] had reported
that Coalition aircraft were routinely airdropping supplies to
the ISIS in Syria. A report from Iran before the final assault
on Ramadi occurred, said that the Iraqi Army had shot down
two British airplanes that were carrying weapons to the ISIS
near Ramadi.

Meanwhile in Syria (see the demographic map) in the
first week of June 2015, [115] the Al Nusra ’Rebels’ in Syria
massacred Druze villagers, close to Damascus. The report
spoke of Al Nusra being supported by Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and Turkey. Newsweek magazine [116] reported that the Al
Nusra gang was also supported by Israel. It may be worth
preserving the memory that the Druze had traditionally been
the most friendly of all Middle-Eastern people to the Israelis
since the first Jewish settlements.

Fisk [117] wondered whether the Syrian Army could con-
tinue to withstand the growing onslaught from ISIS and Jabhat
Al Nusra: “But here are a few grim facts. ISIS and Jabhat
al-Nusra are now attacking the Syrian military in rows of
suicide trucks, and along fronts so wide that the army often
doesn’t have the manpower to withstand them. Rebel logistics
are hi-tech and better than the Syrian army’s, and a lot of
their communications systems are American. The insurgents
have hundreds of anti-armour wire-guided TOW and Milan
anti-tank missiles and can afford to fire three – even four –
rockets at a single Syrian tank, knocking out its fire-control
circuits so that its ammunition explodes and its soldiers are
burnt to death.”

On July 1, Israeli officials sneered that President Assad
was left with only 20% of Syria, a “governor of a rump
state”. Wikileaks [118] published a secret treaty signed in
2012 among Qatar, Turkey and Saudi Arabia to overthrow
the Syrian government. The US and UK governments were
also said to be involved. ISIS celebrated July 4 with a sui-
cide bomb explosion at a mosque, killing ‘over 60’ Al Nusra
terrorists in the Ariha region of Syria. The Jaysh Al Islam
terrorists executed 18 ISIS terrorists, in the ISIS ritualistic
style, duly videotaped. Their ‘crime’ was fighting against
other terrorist groups rather than against the government of
Syria. Elsewhere, ISIS was reported to have executed 13 of
their leaders for plotting a coup d’etat against Abu Bakr Al
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Baghdadi, himself reported to have ben critically wounded
and/or killed several times in Coalition air strikes. (Note:
Baghdadi has most recently, in the 4th Quarter 2019, been
killed again by US Special Forces in a raid inside ’liberated’
(rebel-controlled) territory in Idlib province. His body was
reported to be dumped at sea). The site ibtimes.com reported
that a senior Saudi counter-terrorism official had been killed
in a shootout in Mecca with ISIS terrorists.

Russian Intervention: 2015
Russia had taken over the Crimean peninsula south of Ukraine
in 2014, following an interesting sequence of Color Revolu-
tion efforts. The US State Department involvement in these
events was typified by the infamous “F*ck the EU!” declara-
tion [119] of US policy over a Russian-recorded phone line by
Assistant Secretary of State Victoria Nuland, who had been ap-
pointed ASoS under Secretary of State Hilary Clinton. Russia
then signed a deal to gain naval access to ports and an airbase
in Cyprus. In March 2015, the Syrian Arab Army (SAA)
[120] along with Iranian Hezbollah forces, had launchd an
offensive in western Syria around the Ghouta neighborhoods
of Damascus.

Sputnik News [121] reported on August 17, 2015 that
Russian negotiations were proceeding, because Turkey, Saudi
Arabia and the US were racing to prepare a full-scale invasion
to overthrow the Syrian government and divide the nation
among themselves, fearing that Iran was about to use its newly-
released funds following the Iran Nuclear Deal to reinforce
its intervention in Syria. Quoting: “In a valiant effort to stave
off a full-scale Turkish-American regime change invasion,
Russia has initiated a flurry of diplomatic activity, including
the series of Moscow meetings held over the past week that
received barely any Western mainstream attention. Given how
Russia saved Syria almost exactly two years ago , it’s fitting to
look at its latest set of initiatives to see how it plans to do so
again.” (Note: the reference to ‘saving’ must be to the Russian
veto in the UN Security Council against moves to bomb Syria
after alleged chemical attacks - Russia vetoed saying that the
attack origin had to be properly investigated).

They listed a 3-step plan: (quoting)

1. Coordinate internal forces against ISIL

2. Coordinate external forces against ISIL

3. Prepare for Geneva III

The diplomacy included Foreign Minister Lavrov having talks
with Saudi Arabian and Iranian Foreign Miisters, the Kurdish
Democratic Party (PYD), and the Syrian National Coalition
(SNC), a externally-based entity whom Moscow urged to form
a United Opposition to fight the ISIL terrorists.

A later article in Sputnik News (September 5, 2015) cited
talks between Russian President Vladimir Putin and US Presi-
dent Barak Obama about an anti-terrorist coalition. To press
queries about Russian military intervention, Mr. Putin said it
was too early to discuss that, but Russia was already providing

technology and training personnel of the Syrian government
to fight the terrorists.

On August 20, 2015, a heavily laden Russian Navy land-
ing ship was seen heading south through the Bosporus [122].
Images of its cargo suggested that it had trucks and armored
vehicles. Brand new armored vehicles far better than previous
SAA equipment were seen in Syria. The Telegraph, the Inde-
pendent and the Washington Post reported around September
2 that Russians had been seen alongside Syrian forces. This
was not news, since Russia had long operated a Naval Base in
Latakia and a ‘logistics’ center in Tartus.

By 6th September Mr. Putin had confirmed Russian partic-
ipation in the Syrian war. At the time this was not considered
news because Russia had already confirmed technical sup-
port and training, which meant the presence of advisors. By
September 7, the UK Express reported that Putin had ordered
construction of a 1000-person air base in Syria to launch
airstrikes, in support of “the brutal dictator”. By September
10 Russia was accusing the US of ’boorishness’ because the
US requested Greece and Bulgaria to close their airspace to
Russian flights going to Syria. Ukraine joined Greece and
Bulgaria in this blockade.

Germany asked for talks with Russia and Israel expressed
worries at the new weapon systems being seen, as well as not-
ing that Iranian ground forces were arriving in Syria. Russia
announced naval maneuvers off Tartus. US entities identified
four Russian helicopters including gunships, on the ground.
This added to the 200 Naval infantry forces, battle tanks and
artillery already in place. Russian AN-124 heavy cargo planes
were operating over Iran and Iraq to bring equipment to Syria.
Syrian forces wasted no time in using new Russian precision
weapons to bomb the ISIS HQ in Raqqa with 12 air strikes
on September 17. Unlike all the other foreigners in Syria, the
Russians and Iranians were there at the request of the govern-
ment of Syria, a UN Member nation, to aid their self-defense.
By September 21, four Su-24 ground attack fighter-bombers
and 4 Su-30M strike / air superiority aircraft were seen over
Syria. Shells falling on the Russian embassy compound in
Damascus on September 21 no doubt hardened their sense of
clear and present danger.

Israeli PM Netanyahu flew to Moscow, and Mr. Putin as-
sured him that Syria did not intend to fight Israel. By Septem-
ber 22, Indian media reported 28 Russian fighter-bombers at
an airfield in Western Syria, including 12 Su-24s, 12 Su-25s
and 4 Flanker fighters. There were also attack helicopters.
Financial Times reported that Russia was deploying 2000
military personnel to Syria. Russia and Israel announced
coordination of airspace activities to avoid conflict.

By September 24, Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany
was declaring that Assad should have a role in any Syria set-
tlement - an unthinkable break from the US/NATO stand until
then. By 26 September 2015, the Russian Air Force had com-
menced air strikes. Russia, Iran, Iraq and Syria set up joint
information centers to coordinate anti-ISIS operations. On
September 30, the Russian Parliament formally approved mil-
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itary intervention in Syria. In their first 20 combat flights the
Russians claimed hitting 8 ISIS targets - arms and ammunition
and fuel dumps.

The Russian intervention force in Syria appeared pitifully
small: just 34 fixed-wing combat aircraft, a few attack he-
licopters, and their logistics tail. Which is what made their
immediate effectiveness all the more stunning in contrast to
the free run that the ISIS had enjoyed under NATO/US air
superiority. Within a week or two, Russian air operations were
sending the ISIS scattering. The oil convoys, freely plying
the desert roads under the eyes of the USAF and NATO Air
Forces, now started getting smashed by Russian airstrikes.
The reports on these were constantly updated on Twitter sites
very little of which was reported in the US mainstream media.

The US reaction to the Russian intervention was pre-
dictably schizophrenic. The Sydney Morning Herald [123]
reported on October 1 that “US and French” officials were
complaining that the Russians were not hitting the ISIS, but
only the Rebels. The standard reporting template was ev-
ident: the Russian (and Brutal Regime) airstrikes only hit
innocent civilian apartment buildings and killed mainly chil-
dren, whom the heroic White Helmets were seen carrying.
The US Congress and State Department screamed that the
Russians were attacking the Freedom Fighters in Syria (who
were attacking the Syrian Army) and not attacking the ISIS.
The truth as far as we could make out from daily reports of
the fighting, is that the Russians were prioritizing threats with
mathematical precision, and using their very limited resources
in the best manner possible, in support of the government
of Syria. The first targets were closest to their Tartus and
Latakia bases, in the city of Homs. The targets were Saudi
(and by extension US)-supported terrorist groups. The US-
supported Freedom-fighters were best described as Moderate
Child-Beheaders: no different from the ISIS, and in many
cases, congruent with the ISIS. And no one was seriously
bothering the ISIS except when the ISIS directly attacked
them (for instance the Kurds in Kobani, or the Jabhat Al
Nusra in Aleppo province). The New York Times reported on
September 30 that the US had ’warned’ Russia against attack-
ing ’non-ISIL, non Al Qaeda’ targets, specifically meaning
the Free Syrian Army supported by the US. A commander of
the Homs Liberation Army, described asa former affiliate of
the Free Syrian Army, remarked that the air attacks were from
high altitude, using high-precision weapons. The Russians
asked US forces to clear out of Syrian air space. SputnikNews
described the targets [124] as “ A headquarters of terrorist
groups and an arms depot were destroyed in the region of
Ildib, as well as a militant three-level fortified command point
in the region of Hama [in west-central Syria],” the press ser-
vice said. Russian aircraft attacked four ISIL sites in Syria.
During the airstrikes factory where terrorists loaded cars with
explosives was destroyed.

In April 2016, MENL from Nicosia, Cyprus, reported that
Sunni rebels (i.e., ISIS and ISIS front organizations) had be-
gun receiving US-made Stinger surface to air missiles, through

Turkey. These had been used to down at least two Syrian Air
Force combat aircraft around Deir ez Zor. The recipients of
the missiles in March 2016 included the Raqqa Revolutionar-
ies Brigades, an affiliate of the US-backed Free Syrian Army.
The sources said that the Raqqa Revolutionaries were working
with the ISIS, attacking Kurdish units in northern Syria.

The Russian intervention expanded until the garrison of
Deir ez Zor was liberated. By that time the US-backed forces
had shown some urgency in trying to recapture the ISIS capital
of Raqqa before SAA forces did it. Raqqa was bombed to rub-
ble - civilians and all. We suspect that much of the large num-
ber of sorties and body count reported by US forces were from
this operation. Following these, President Putin announced
that Russia was winding down its aerial campaign and bring-
ing the planes and people home. Since then there continues
to be a significant Russian presence, including ground forces
who have been reported to police the ceasefire lines between
Syrian government and ”rebel” forces following the many
ceasefires that have been put in place. This situation left Syria
missing the heavily populated province of Idlib and parts of
the city of Aleppo, as well as the oil facilities which remained
in American hands, and the Kurdish-populated territory where
the Kurds had established their Rojava nation. It appeared
that this was all that President Assad could salvage with his
weary forces and shattered economy.

A detailed accounting of the progress of the Russian-
assisted liberation of Syria is deferred to another article. Syria
disappeared from the news for some time. In late 2019, it
suddenly flared up again, as the US announced a sudden with-
drawal of forces from the Rojava region, as the Turkish army
moved in with a massive invasion. Genocide of the Kurds was
on the cards, amidst the usual hand-wringing in the media
targeting US President Trump. The Kurds, facing certain tor-
ture and death, ran to the Syrian Government for protection,
with Russian advice. The (US-supported) Free Syrian Army,
along with the Turkish military, started torturing and murder-
ing Kurds indiscriminately. Some 1500 people, among them
a prominent woman lawmaker who was dragged out of a car
and shot, were murdered. The Syrian Army moved with great
speed to protect the Kurds, but were attacked by the Turkish
military and suffered losses. A Russian-mediated ceasefire
appears to be holding as of early January 2020, with Russian
ground forces policing the lines separating the SAA who are
protecting the Kurds from the Free Syrian Army. US air raids
destroyed some of the bases that the US forces had vacated
in a hurried withdrawal. Russians occupied other vacated
US bases. The US presence appears to have concentrated on
protecting the oil facilities and logistics routes to take the oil
back through Iraq. As best we can gauge at present (reliable
media reports are scarce), the latest US air raids on Iranian-
run facilities of the Iraqi military at the end of 2019 inside
Iraq, and some in Syria, appear to be driven by the priority of
maintaining control of the oil. The angry reaction of the Iraqi
government makes it clear that the Iranians were not there on
their own: they were representing the Iraqi government.
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Also towards the end of 2019, on the north side, the Syrian
Army and the Russians appear to have started a determined
push to clear the Idlib and Aleppo areas. This brings us full
circle to the picture of Aleppo residents celebrating the first
Christmas in relative peace and security in a decade. Twitter
reports indicate that by now the only people left inside the
Idlib region are ISIS and Al Nusra, the others having run away
as refugees. The Syrian push into Idlib has of course generated
a stream of refugees towards Turkey, and the orchestrated
western reaction is predictable as ever.

Nathanson [125] reported that protestors who were con-
ducting a sit-in in front of the US Embassy in Baghdad set
fire inside a sentry box on December 31, 2019. They were
protesting US air strikes against 5 facilities in Iraq and Syria,
including Iraqi government military facilities, in retaliation
for a rocket attack that killed 1 US military contractor and
wounded others at a US-operated site in Iraq. The Iraqi gov-
ernment also protested and condemned the attack. The Iranian
Hezbollah denied any Iranian complicity in the mortar attacks.
These raise some questions given the recent revelations about
the origins and conduct of the chemical attacks in Douma,
Syria that triggered US retaliatory strikes against Syrian gov-
ernment facilities. No casualties have been reported in the
violence at the Embassy. On January 3, 2020, a US attack
assassinated Iranian General Suleimani, his assistant of the
Quds Force, and 4 other people, at Baghdad International Air-
port. US Secretary of State brushed off criticism from France,
declaring that the General was plotting an imminent strike
against the US. The Syrian Opposition celebrated, calling
Suleimani ”one of the prominent war criminals”. President
Trump tweeted that the General ”should have been taken out
long ago”. Per CNN, “The Russian Defense Ministry contin-
ued to say that Soleimani’s role in the fight against ISIS was
undeniable. Under the direct leadership of Soleimani, long
before the formation of the so-called US-led international
coalition, an armed resistance was organized [to counter] the
international terrorist groups ISIS and Al-Qaeda in Syria and
Iraq. His personal contributions to the fight against ISIS in
Syria are undeniable,” the Russian military added.
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